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A  NEW  VISION 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  an  institution  on  the  move.  In 
Hattiesburg,  school  officials  have  outlined  a  master  facility  plan  for  the 
next  10-15  years.  On  the  Gulf  Coast,  renovation  continues  at  the  Gulf 
Park  Campus  and  various  teaching  sites,  and  the  states  College  Board  has 
approved  the  location  for  an  additional  campus. 

MADAM  PRESIDENT 

Whether  announcing  to  alumni  at  the  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapters 
All-Star  Party  that  she  stands  behind  Head  Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower 
"Win  or  win,"  or  inviting  students  to  her  home  for  dinner  as  she  was 
known  to  do  as  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin-Whitewater, 
new  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  President  Dr.  Martha  D.  Saunders 
is  winning  over  Southern  Miss  constituencies  early  in  her  tenure. 

CAT  CORA  HAS  THE  RECIPE  FOR  SUCCESS 

At  age  15,  Cat  Cora  had  a  plan — two  cups  of  ambition,  a  tablespoon  of 
perseverance  and  a  dash  of  luck — and  sure  enough  she'd  have  her  own  res- 
taurant. What  the  Southern  Miss  alumna  could  not  have  realized  then  was 
that  she  would  have  accomplished  all  of  her  professional  goals  and  more — all 
in  what  must  have  seemed  like  quicker  than  the  one  hour  she's  given  to 
create  the  perfect  dishes  on  the  Food  Networks  Iron  Chef  America. 

A  LABOR  OF  LOVE 

Lisa  Easterlings  New  Orleans  home  was  untouched  by  the  catastrophic 
flood  waters  that  poured  into  the  city  after  Hurricane  Katrinas  storm  surge 
breached  several  levees.  Not  content  to  count  her  blessings.  Easterling 
dropped  her  job  as  a  practicing  attorney  and  volunteered  with  Mobile 
Loaves  and  Fishes,  a  disaster  relief  ministry  operated  by  her  church. 

THE  DRIVE  FOR  FIVE 

While  the  success  of  2006  was  slightly  unexpected,  the  bar  for  the 
Southern  Miss  football  team  has  been  set  and  expectations  are  high  for 
the  upcoming  campaign  as  the  Golden  Eagles  aim  for  a  fifth  Conference 
USA  championship. 
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SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI,  BEGINS  HER  TENURE  AT  SOUTHERN  MISS  AS  THE 
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Make  a  Permanent 
Connection 


Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life  Member 
of  die  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your  connection  with 
the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your  USM-bound  children 
for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to  University  guidelines), 
entities  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque  and  helps  fund  programs  that 
benefit  the  University  and  the  Southern  Miss  community. 


"Being  a  Life  Member  of 
the  Alumni  Association  is 
one  small  way  that  johnnie 
and  i  can  help  spread  the 
word  about  our  university. 
We  are  very  proud  of  what 
our  university  has  accom- 
plished in  our  community, 
state  and  nation.  being  an 
alumnus  of  usm  has  helped  me  professionally  and 
personally,  and  as  an  alumnus  i  am  proud  to  partici- 
PATE as  a  Life  Member." 

Ronnie  Shows,  Former  Congressman, 
Fourth  District  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 


Contact  the  Alumni  Association  office  at 
601.266.5013  or  visit  SonthernMissAlnmni.com. 
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Dear  Southern  Miss  Alumni, 

It  feels  great  to  be  home  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  and  back  in  Mississippi.  1  have  had  a  warm  welcome  at 
every  turn  and  am  personally  appreciative  of  your  well  wishes.  As  I  begin  my  presidency  I  am  working  each  day 
to  make  good  on  the  promise  I  made  upon  taking  office — build  trust,  build  a  team  and  build  a  campus.  Here  is 
an  update  on  our  recent  progress: 

•  The  Cross  Creek  location  has  been  named  as  the  new  site  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
campus  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Located  on  the  I- 10  corridor,  we  are  moving  ahead  to  plan  our  new  campus. 
This  fall  we  are  back  at  Gulf  Park  in  Long  Beach  and  have  several  new  programs  starting:  film,  applied 
technology  and  a  new  undergraduate  degree  in  marine  science.  Southern  Miss  will  continue  to  be  the 
premier  research  university  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  we  educate  citizens  across  the  Gulf  Coast  with  63 
degree  programs  in  six  locations. 

•  We  now  have  the  first  comprehensive  master  plan  for  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  After  a  collaborative 
effort  over  the  past  year,  an  exciting  plan  has  been  finalized  which  articulates  our  vision  for  the  physical 
growth  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus  for  the  next  20  years  and  beyond.  You  can  see  the  plan  online  from 
links  on  usm.edu. 

•  We  are  in  the  process  of  national  searches  for  important  positions  on  campus  including  a  provost, 
three  deans  and  the  University  librarian.  We  look  to  add  high  quality  individuals  to  our  team  who  will 
continue  to  move  our  university  forward.  I  am  happy  to  announce  that  Dr.  David  R.  Davies,  Southern 
Miss  professor  from  our  School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism,  has  been  appointed  to  lead 
our  Honors  College,  the  sixth  oldest  Honors  College  in  the  country.  Dr.  Davies  emerged  through 
a  national  search  process,  and  we  are  delighted  to  have  him  lead  and  inspire  this  important  unit. 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  continued  to  make  progress  with  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  co- 
chaired  by  president  of  the  Alumni  Association,  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  and  University  President  Emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas.  Many  of  you  are  to  be  congratulated  as  this  campaign  comes  to  a  successful  conclusion.  Lou  Ann  is  joined 
on  the  Board  of  Directors  by  an  impressive  group  of  Southern  Miss  graduates,  and  we  look  forward  to  another 
great  year  from  the  Alumni  Association. 

As  always,  we  are  grateful  to  the  alumni  who  continue  to  serve  our  university  and  Alumni  Association  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  In  addition,  we  are  thankful  that  the  new  members  of  the  Associations  executive  committee  and  board — Curt 
Hebert,  Morgan  McCarty  Reed  Allison,  John  Atherton,  Mike  Chancellor,  Max  Draughn,  Dave  Estorge,  Che  Helfnch 
and  Andy  Mercier — plan  to  add  to  this  legacy  of  selfless  service  to  Southern  Miss  in  the  coming  years. 

Finally,  let  me  say  how  rewarding  it  is  for  me  to  have  grown  up  in  the  shadow  of  a  great  university  and  now  to 
serve  as  president.  Through  the  years,  Southern  Miss  has  grown  larger  and  more  prestigious.  I  thank  you  for  your 
loyalty  and  support  as  alumni  and  dear  friends  of  the  University. 

Come  home  for  the  football  games  this  fall  and  stop  in  to  say  hello.  See  you  on  campus  soon. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Martha  D.  Saunders 
President 
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Kiplinger  Touts  Hattiesburg  as  Top  College  Town 

A  renowned  personal  finance  magazine  has  rated  Hattiesburg  as  one  of  the  nations  top  college  towns 
for  its  livability,  due  in  part  to  the  many  benefits  associated  with  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

In  the  May  edition  of  Kiplinger's  Personal  Finance,  Hattiesburg  was  rated  among  the  magazines  "Top  Ten 
Towns  For  Grownups"  as  part  of  an  article  titled  "Attractions  of  a  College  Town,"  focusing  on  the  interests  of 
persons  40  and  older.  According  to  the  article,  college  towns  are  attractive  because  of  the  energy  that  their 
colleges  and  universities  infuse  into  the  community  through  "culture,  creativity  and  a  love  of  learning." 

The  Kiplinger  piece  touted  Southern  Miss'  art  and  culture  attractions,  including  its  symphony 
orchestra  and  its  ability  to  attract  world-class  performers  such  as  Placido  Domingo,  Yo-Yo  Ma  and 
Itzhak  Perlman,  among  others. 


Southern  Miss  Selects  Honors 
College  Dean 

A  veteranjournalism 
educator  and  adminis- 
trator has  been  selected 
as  the  new  dean  of  the 
Honors  College,  fol- 
lowing the  completion 
of  a  national  search  for 
the  position. 

Dr.  David  R.  Davies  currently  serves  as  associ- 
ate dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  and  as 
professor  and  associate  director  of  the  School  of 
Mass  Communication  and  Journalism. 

He  will  succeed  Dr.  KennethJ.  Panton,  who  is 
retiring  from  the  University  after  serving  as  both 
dean  of  the  Honors  College  and  as  professor  in 
the  Department  of  Geography  and  Geology. 

Davies  joined  the  Southern  Miss  faculty  in 
1991.  Prior  to  entering  academia,  he  worked 
for  10  years  in  Arkansas  as  a  reporter  for  the 
Arkansas  Gazette  and  the  Arkansas  Democrat. 
He  teaches  undergraduate  courses  in  report- 
ing, editing,  web  journalism  and  media  history, 
and  graduate  courses  in  media  history  as  well 
as  a  journalism  class  in  London  through  the 
University's  British  Studies  program. 

He  was  chair  of  the  Department  of  Journalism 
from  1998  to  2001  and  served  as  interim  direc- 
tor of  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism  in  2004-2005.  In  addition  to  his  other 
administrative  duties,  he  serves  as  director  of 
University  Forum,  a  popular  speaker  series  spon- 
sored by  the  Honors  College,  and  is  assistant  direc- 
tor of  Southern  Miss'  British  Studies  Program. 

Davies  earned  his  undergraduate  degree  from 
the  University  of  Arkansas.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Kiplinger  Program  in  Public  Affairs  Reporting  at 
Ohio  State  University,  where  he  earned  a  master's 
degree  in  journalism.  He  also  holds  a  master's 
degree  in  American  history  from  Southern  Miss 
and  a  Ph.D.  in  mass  communication,  specializing  in 
media  history,  from  the  University  of  Alabama. 


Centennial  Coordinator  Selected 

Southern  Miss  alumna 
Jennifer  Duke  '04  has  been 
selected  as  the  University's 
Centennial  Celebration 
Coordinator.  As  cen- 
tennial coordinator,  the 
Jackson  native  will  lead 
the  planning  efforts  for  the 
100th  anniversary  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  2010. 

Duke,  who  began  in  her  new  role  June  25, 
will  work  with  a  steering  committee  as  well  as 
a  multitude  of  University  departments  and  con- 
stituencies to  ensure  a  series  of  successful  events 
that  will  comprise  the  centennial  celebration.  Her 
workload  and  time  commitment  to  the  role  will 
increase  each  year  from  2007  to  2010,  beginning 
at  20  hours  per  week  and  increasing  to  40  hours 
per  week  in  2009. 

A  2000  Leadership  Scholarship  recipient,  Duke 
made  a  conscious  decision  as  a  student  to  become 
an  involved  campus  leader  and  to  make  the  most 
of  her  collegiate  experience.  She  took  an  active  role 
in  the  Student  Government  Association,  serving  as 
senate  monitor,  and  was  an  involved  member  of 
the  Epsilon  Delta  chapter  of  Chi  Omega,  where 
she  went  on  to  serve  as  chapter  president  her 
senior  year.  In  addition,  she  was  a  member  of  both 
Southern  Style  and  the  Premiere  orientation  staffs. 

Working  for  the  Office  of  the  Vice  President 
for  Research  and  Economic  Development  as  an 
undergraduate,  Duke  recognized  her  passion  for 
working  in  a  university  environment  as  well  as 
her  personal  desire  to  one  day  give  back  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  community. 
In  2004,  Duke  was  named  to  Who's  Who  Among 
College  Students  and  the  Southern  Miss  Hall  of 
Fame,  and  then  decided  to  pursue  a  career  in 
higher  education.  She  has  worked  for  Chi  Omega 
National  Fraternity  as  a  national  consultant  and 
obtained  a  master's  degree  in  Higher  Education 
Administration  from  Florida  State  University. 
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Groundbreaking  Held  for 

Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park 


What  promises  to  be  just  the  beginning  of  bigger  things  to  come  at  the 
University's  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park  was  the  focal  point 
of  a  May  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the  park's  first  facility. 

University  and  public  officials,  including  U.S.  Sen.  Thad  Cochran, 
joined  for  the  event  to  mark  the  site  of  the  new  50,000  square  foot 
National  Science  Formulation  Laboratory,  which  will  include  state-of- 
the-art  lab  equipment  and  instrumentation.  It  is  designed  to  provide  the 
space  needed  for  companies  to  convert  the  work  of  University  researchers 
into  high-demand  products  for  industry. 

The  laboratory  will  support  throughput  formulation  and  formulation 
science  for  addressing  issues  in  such  areas  as  marine  composites,  coat- 
ings, smart  films  and  a  myriad  of  other  applications  while  developing 
and  disseminating  the  enabling  techniques  required  to  sustain  American 
competitiveness  in  high  performance  materials  and  polymers. 

Southern  Miss  Vice  President  for  Research  and  Economic  Development 
Dr.  Cecil  Burge  said  the  key  to  the  effectiveness  and  attraction  of  the 
facility  is  its  design. 

"We  spent  a  lot  of  time  asking  ourselves,  'How  can  we  make  it  (the  labora- 
tory) as  flexible  as  possible?'  We  wanted  it  to  have  space  highly  configurable 
for  the  projects  that  will  be  undertaken  there,"  Burge  said. 

Burge  said  a  builder  for  the  facility  has  been  selected  and  construc- 
tion should  begin  soon.  "Now  we  can  see  our  efforts  come  to  fruition. 
This  will  be  a  major  draw  for  innovation-based  companies  to  move  to 
Hattiesburg,"  he  said. 

The  attraction  of  the  University's  Mississippi  Polymer  Institute,  a 
state-funded  manufacturing  extension  program  for  the  polymer  industry, 
helped  drive  the  creation  of  the  park.  In  2003,  Hybrid  Plastics  moved  to 
Hattiesburg  to  create  an  association  with  the  advanced  research  taking 
place  at  the  University  in  this  field. 

That's  the  kind  of  response  the  University  is  anticipating  the  park  will  foster 
in  the  future,  as  more  companies  learn  about  the  advantages  offered  through 
a  relationship  with  the  cutting-edge  research  taking  place  at  Southern  Miss. 

The  park  will  also  be  a  key  actor  in  the  1-59  Technology  Corridor 
concept,  which  identifies  the  network  of  technological  and  industrial 
facilities  and  higher  education  centers,  along  with  key  infrastructure, 
along  the  stretch  of  interstate  as  the  foundation  for  development  of  the 
region's  high-tech  economy. 


Mississippi  Senator  Thad  Cochran  addresses  the  crowd  during  groundbreaking 

ceremonies  for  the  National  Formulation  Science  Laboratory,  the  first  facility  set 

for  construction  in  the  University's  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park. 
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Students  and  Faculty 

Take  Geography  Trip  to  the  Southwest 


Dai  on  Ladner,  a  geography  major  who  is  on  his 

third  southwestern  geography  trip,  looks  out  over  the 

Grand  Canyon  as  the  12-day  trip  comes  to  an  end. 


As  16  students,  faculty  and  staff  from  the 
Gulf  Coast  loaded  into  two  passenger  vans, 
they  prepared  for  the  22-hour  drive  to  the 
southwestern  United  States  to  learn  research 
methods  of  documenting  prehistoric  art  and 
understanding  Native  American  culture. 

Jerry  Coleman,  a  geography  instructor  at 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast,  has  conducted 
each  annual  trip  to  the  Southwest  for  15 
years.  Each  group  Coleman  takes  to  New 
Mexico  uses  Tapia  Canyon  as  a  tool  for  learn- 
ing how  to  document  the  artwork  found. 

"The  reason  we  work  in  the  same  communi- 
ty is  that  we  are  trying  to  develop  a  methodology 
for  researching  petroglyphs  and  pictographs," 
said  Coleman.  "The  technology  is  only  now 


catching  up  with  what  we've  needed." 
The  students,  who  received  academic  credit  for 
the  trip,  along  with  faculty  and  staff  are  in  the 
Southwest  for  12  days,  but  they  do  not  spend  the 
majority  of  the  trip  researching  in  the  canyon. 
The  group  visited  various  museums  from 
Albuquerque,  N.M.,  to  Durango,  Colo.,  to 
learn  about  the  different  Native  American 
cultures  that  passed  through  the  region 
throughout  the  years.  Toward  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  trip,  the  group  visited  the  Grand 
Canyon  and  Four  Corners,  the  location 
where  the  borders  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona, 
Colorado  and  Utah  converge  and  the  only 
place  in  the  United  States  where  four  states 
meet  at  a  single  location. 


University  Receives 
$1.2M  Grant  for  School 
Administrator  Training 


Girls  State  delegates,  from  left,  Chelsea  Russell  of  Pascagoula,  Ashantia  Hall  of  Tupelo,  and  Laura  Weible  of  Hattiesburg, 
prune  roses  as  part  of  a  community  service  project  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  American  Legion  Girls  State  gives  young 
women  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  the  political  process  and  the  functions  of  government  at  the  local  and  state  levels  by 
participating  in  mock  political  conventions,  elections,  trials  and  city  projects  in  the  fictitious  state  of  "Magnolia." 


The  Department  of  Educational 
Leadership  is  overseeing  a  cutting-edge 
training  program  for  school  administra- 
tors, funded  by  a  $  1 .2  million  grant  from 
the  State  Department  of  Education. 

The  project,  titled  "Trainer  of  Trainers 
Program,"  includes  development  of 
training  modules  and  preparation  of 
experienced  educators  to  go  out  into 
school  districts  to  provide  leadership 
training  for  building-level  administra- 
tors (e.g.  principals,  assistant  principals, 
etc.)  during  the  next  school  year. 

Dr.  Ron  Styron,  interim  associate 
dean  of  the  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology  and  coordinator  of  the 
project,  said  Southern  Miss  is  part- 
nering with  a  respected  leader  in  the 
field  of  educational  leadership,  Mid- 
Continent  Research  for  Education  and 
Learning  (McREL),  based  in  Denver, 
to  develop  the  program.  Styron  said 
McREL  research  has  identified  21 
behaviors  that  when  used  by  admin- 
istrators leads  to  improved  student 
achievement.  The  training  is  crucial  for 
building-level  educational  administra- 
tors whose  schools  must  meet  federal 
No  Child  Left  Behind  goals. 

Styron,  along  with  Southern  Miss 
Educational  Leadership  faculty  and 
other  education  experts,  served  as 
training  facilitators  for  the  program 
this  summer. 
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Veteran  Biology  Professor  Named  Interim  Provost 

Veteran  biology  professor  Dr.  Bobby  L.  Middlebrooks  has 
been  named  interim  provost  effective  Aug.  f .  Dr.  Middlebrooks  will 
replace  Dr.  Jay  Grimes,  who  announced  his  resignation  in  June  and 
has  seived  as  provost  since  2002. 

Dr.  Middlebrooks,  a  33-year  veteran  of  the  Southern  Miss 
faculty  has  served  in  a  number  of  administrative  roles  in  addition 
to  his  teaching  and  research  activities.  He  previously  served  as 
associate  provost  from  1998  to  2000;  assistant  vice  president  for 
academic  affairs  from  1997  to  1998;  chair  of  biological  sciences 
from  1991  to  1997;  and  interim  dean  of  the  Graduate  School  from  1990  to  1991. 

Dr.  Middlebrooks  has  been  on  numerous  University  and  departmental  committees 
including  the  Graduate  Council  for  which  he  was  chair  in  2006-07,  the  Academic  Council, 
the  Council  of  Chairs  and  the  Faculty  Senate.  He  also  served  on  the  planning  committee  for 
the  merger  of  the  Departments  of  Biology  and  Microbiology  into  the  current  Department  of 
Biological  Sciences  in  the  early  1980s  and  coordinated  the  academic  transition  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  Research  Laboratory  in  Ocean  Falls  into  the  Southern  Miss  system  in  the  1980s. 

A  seasoned  scholar,  Middlebrooks'  major  areas  of  research  include  comparative  immunology 
of  marine  mammals  and  immune  system  contributions  to  viral  pathogenesis.  He  has  served 
as  principal,  co-principal  or  associate  investigator  in  more  than  40  grant-funded  research 
projects  and  has  more  than  60  research  publications  and  presentations  to  his  credit. 

A  native  of  Greenville,  Texas,  Middlebrooks  holds  masters  and  doctoral  degrees  in 
microbiology  from  the  University  of  Texas  Southwestern  Medical  School  and  a  bachelors 
degree  from  Rice  University. 


Sarah  Pankiewicz  of  Meridian  expresses  joy  as  she  waits 
to  receive  her  diploma  at  the  Spring  2007  Commencement 
Exercises  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum. 

Alumna  Kathleen  Koch  served  as  speaker  at  the  ceremonies 
in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Koch,  a  White  House 
and  Pentagon  correspondent  for  CNN,  urged  her  alma  mater's 
newest  graduates  to  turn  the  tables  on  adversity  with  their 
education  and  talent. 
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MAGNOLIA 
RAVEL  AGENCY 


BUSINESS  TRAVEL 


•  Corporate  Hotel  &  Car  Programs 

•  Convention  &  Event  Planning 

•  Email  &  Fax  Confirmation  System 


VACATION  TRAVEL 


•  Disney  &  Orlando  Packages 

•  Group  Travel  Specialists 

•  Discount  International  Airline  Tickets 

•  Honeymoon  &  Bridal  Packages 


International 
Airlines   <aS^^ 
Travel    *§s535i 
Agent    40ZO 

Network  40r 


PAT  ALONZO  -  PAM  WATTS  -  KRISTI  JEFCOAT 
3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  5  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

264-6691 

www.magnoliatravelagency.com 

Toll  Free  1-800-718-8817 
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CALENDAR 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
at  alumni  a  usm.edu  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  601.266.5418,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


1  Golden  Eagle  football  vs.  UT- 

Martin  •  The  Rock  •  6  p.m. 

6  Southern  Mississippi  Symphony 

Orchestra  presents  "Atlantis  Gala 
for  the  Symphony  and  Opera"  • 
Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center, 
Hattiesburg  •  6  p.m.  •  For 
tickets,  call  601.266.4001. 

8  Eagle  Landing  at  Tennessee  • 

Calhoun's  on  the  Tennessee 
River  •  4:30  p.m.  EST 

Golden  Eagle  football  at 
Tennessee  •  Knoxville,  TN.«  7 
p.m.  EST 

3  Golden  Eagle  football  vs.  Rice  • 
The  Rock  •  7  p.m. 

4  Violinist  Nadja  Salerno- 
Sonneberg  joins  the  Southern 
Mississippi  Symphony 
Orchestra  for  "A  Salute  to  the 
Festival  of  Swans"  •  Bennett 


Auditorium  •  7:30  p.m. 

11-12,    The  Southern  Opera  and  Musical 
Theatre  Company  joins  the 

14        Southern  Mississippi  Symphony 
Orchestra  for  "Guys  and  Dolls"  • 
Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 
Auditorium  •  7:30  p.m.,  2  p.m. 
on  Oct.  14 

12  9th  Annual  Shell  Finish  Line  / 
Southern  Miss  Homecoming 
Scholarship  Golf  Tournament 

•  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club, 
Hattiesburg 

Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet  • 
Southern  Oaks  House  &  Gardens, 
Hattiesburg  •  6:30  p.m. 

13  Alumni  Association  Awards 
Brunch  b  Business  Meeting  • 
Thad  Cochran  Center 

Homecoming  -  Golden  Eagle 
football  vs.  SMU  •  The  Rock  • 
6:30  p.m. 

28        Golden  Eagle  football  vs.  UCF   • 
The  Rock  •  7  p.m. 


r 


You  are  invited  to  participate  in  a  pair  of  Eagle  Landings  as  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  helps  to  cheer  on  the  Golden  Eagle  football  team  as  it  takes  on 
Tennessee  and  UAB  in  a  pair  of  key  road  games  this  season. 

Information  on  each  Eagle  Landing  is  contained  below.  For  more,  visit  the  Upcoming 
Events  section  of  SouthernMissAlumni.com  or  contact  Dawn  Smith,  Alumni  Association 
manager  of  programs,  at  Dawn.Smith@usm.edu  or  601.266.4218. 


T 


Eagle  Landing  at  the  University  of  Tennessee 

Date:  Sept.  8,  2007 

Location:    Calhoun's  on  the  River;  400  Neyland  Drive  (located 

on  the  Tennessee  River,  within  walking  distance  to 

the  stadium) 

Time:  Tailgating  will  begin  at  4:30  p.m.  EST  and  last  until  kickoff  at  7  p.m.  EST 

Cost:  $10  to  eat  (barbeque  menu)  /  cash  bar  will  be  available 

Parking:      Please  park  for  the  game,  then  make  your  way  to  Calhoun's.  Calhoun's  will 

also  have  limited  parking  available  for  $30  (price  subject  to  change). 

Eagle  Landing  at  UAB 


Date: 
Location: 


^^    Time: 


Cost: 


Nov.  3,  2007 

Red-roofed  pavilion  on  the  east  side  of 

the  Legion  Field  grounds 

Tailgating  will  begin  at  3:30  p.m.  and 

last  until  kickoff  at  6  p.m. 

$10  (meal  will  be  catered  by  Mugshots) 


In  business  today,  you  need  someone  you  can  trust  to  be 
your  all-around  safety  harness.  Whether  you  need  design, 
print,  fulfillment  or  direct  mailing  services,  you  can  depend 
on  Hederman  Brothers  to  be  your  all-inclusive,  trusted  source. 
At  Hederman  Brothers,  you  can  always  expect  the  same 
standard  of  excellence  with  the  same  trusted  results. 

Hederman  Brothers  &  Hederman  Direct 
Design,  Printing,  Direct  Mail  &  Fulfillment  Services 

Call  for  more  information  ^^ 

601.853.7300 


or  visit  us  online  at 
www.hederman.com or  HEDERMAN  brothers 

www.hedermandirect.com  ov.r  ,\  Century  in  Prim 
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Association  Awards  Six  Legacy  Scholarships 


Although  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program  is  still  in  its  infancy  as  an  Alumni  Association  initiative,  it  has  quickly  become  a  point  of  pride  for 
Southern  Miss  graduates.  For  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  select  graduating  high  school  seniors  who  are  the  children  or  grandchildren  of 
Southern  Miss  alumni,  and  who  plan  to  enroll  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  for  the  upcoming  academic  year,  have  been  awarded 
$1,000,  one-time  scholarships  from  the  Association.  This  year,  the  Association  has  awarded  six  scholarships,  one  more  than  it  has  in  each  of 
the  previous  three  years.  Legacy  Scholarship  winners  are  chosen  based  on  their  academic  performance,  extracurricular  activities  and  community 
involvement.  The  2007  class  has  a  mean  grade  point  average  of  3.76. 

"Members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  are  justified  in  the  pride  they  feel  for  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program,"  said  Dawn  Smith, 
manager  of  programs  for  the  Association.  "We  began  naming  Legacy  Scholars  three  years  ago  and  have  already  awarded  more  than  $20,000  to 
worthy  recipients.  In  addition,  we  expect  both  the  number  and  the  amount  of  each  scholarship  to  grow  in  the  future." 

Applicants  for  Legacy  Scholarships  must  be  the  children  or  grandchildren  of  a  Southern  Miss  graduate  who  is  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
be  eligible  for  admission  to  Southern  Miss  as  a  freshman,  and  enroll  full-time  for  the  upcoming  fall  semester.  Applications  must  be  submitted  each  year  by 
March  15  to  the  Alumni  Association  office.  The  scholarship  program  is  funded  in  part  by  support  from  the  Shell  Finish  Line  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament. 
This  year's  tournament  will  be  held  Friday,  Oct.  12,  at  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Course  in  Hattiesburg.  The  2007  class  of  Legacy  Scholars  includes: 


n  SARAH  KATHRYN  CRONIER,  of Pascagoula 
Sarah  is  a  3.5  GPA  student  with  a  24  ACT  score 
from  Pascagoula  High  School.  She  plans  to  study 
nursing.  At  Pascagoula  High  School,  Sarah  was 
involved  in  several  clubs  and  organizations,  and 
she  also  received  many  academics  honors.  She  has 
been  a  volunteer  in  her  community  as  an  active 
participant  in  the  clean-up  following  Hurncane 
Katrina  and  with  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters  of 
Amenca.  Sarah  is  the  granddaughter  of  Vivian  '53 
and  Elmo  Lang  '54,  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  Vivian  and 
Elmo  have  been  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  52  years. 


ANDREW  ROBERT  LEE  of  Petal 

Andrew  is  a  3.8  GPA  student  with  a  23  ACT 
score  from  Petal  High  School.  Andrew  plans  on 
studying  forensic  science.  At  Petal,  Andrew  was 
a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society  and 
the  men's  golf  team  while  participating  in  many 
other  clubs.  In  addition  to  being  an  Eagle  Scout, 
Andrew  has  been  the  recipient  of  other  honors 
and  awards  at  Petal.  He  has  been  active  in  the 
Petal  community  as  a  volunteer.  Andrew  is  the 
son  of  Archie  R.  Lee  Jr. ,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Association  since 
his  1975  graduation,  and  the  grandson  of  Bobbie  Floyd  Smith  71,  '84. 


ALLISON  NICOLE  DANN  ofBwokhaven 

Allison  is  a  3.8  GPA  student  with  a  24  ACT 
score  from  Brookhaven  High  School.  In  high 
school,  Allison  was  a  member  of  the  varsity 
soccer  team,  the  National  Honor  Society  and 
other  clubs  and  activities.  She  was  volunteering 
in  her  community  with  the  American  Red  Cross 
and  other  community  organizations.  Allison  is 
the  daughter  of  Amanda  Ann  Sproles  Dann  '80, 
a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  and 
is  the  granddaughter  of  John  Wilson  Sproles  '54,  who  is  also  a  Life 
Member  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 

JOHN  THOMAS  HOWELL  of  Oak  Grove 

John  Thomas  is  a  3.62  GPA  student  with  a 
24  ACT  score  from  Oak  Grove  High  School. 
He  plans  to  study  marine  biology.  At  Oak 
Grove,  John  Thomas  was  a  member  of  the 
baseball  team  as  well  as  other  campus  clubs 
and  organizations  and  is  the  recipient  of 
numerous  academic  awards.  He  is  a  volunteer 
in  his  church  and  also  an  Eagle  Scout.  John 
Thomas  is  the  son  of  Life  Members  Susan  '81  and  John  Howell  '82 
and  the  grandson  of  Willodene  Poole  Robertson  '40. 


LINDSEY  SUZANNE  LOVORN  of  Pascagoula 

Lindsey  is  a  3.93  GPA  student  with  a  25  ACT 
from  Pascagoula  High  School.  She  plans  on  study- 
ing nursing.  Lindsey  was  a  member  of  the  varsity 
volleyball  and  tennis  teams  as  well  as  several  other 
organizations  in  high  school.  In  addition  to  being 
selected  as  a  Who's  Who  Among  American  High 
School  Students  and  other  academic  awards,  she 
has  also  been  very  involved  in  her  community  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Justin  E.  '82  and  Vicky  Gamer 
Lovorn  '82,  who  have  been  members  of  the  Association  tor  22  years. 


E  VICTORIA  MATHEWS  of  Biloxi 

Victoria  is  a  3.9  GPA  student  with  a  24  ACT 
score  from  Mercy  Cross  High  School.  She 
plans  on  studying  business.  At  Mercy  Cross. 
Victoria  was  the  senior  class  president  and  a 
cheerleader  while  participating  in  other  athletic 
and  academic  clubs.  She  was  also  inducted  into 
H  the  Merc\  Cro.-s  \  lall  of  Fame  and  has  received 
^^^  many  other  awards  and  honors.  Victoria  has 
been  active  in  her  community  by  volunteering  with  several  organiza- 
tions. She  is  the  daughter  of  Rickv  '84.  '89  and  Ann  Mathews  '87  S  j 
who  have  been  members  ol  the  Association  for  2  3  years.  Rick)'  is  also 
a  member  ol  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 
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Lou  Ann  Poynter,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
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Jim  Payne,  Jackson,  MS 
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Curl  Hebert,  Mandeville,  LA 
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Max  Draughn,  Madison,  MS 

Dave  Estorge,  Guljport,  MS 

Che  Helfrich,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Andy  Mercier,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
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POYNTER  NAMED  PRESIDENT  OF 
SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


Southern  Miss  alumna  Lou  Ann  Poynter  is  accus- 
tomed to  taking  leadership  roles.  As  a  professional, 
she  was  president  and  CEO  of  Magnolia  Federal  Bank 
for  Savings  prior  to  the  merger  of  Magnolia  Federal 
with  Union  Planters  Bank  on  Nov.  1,  1997.  She  then 
served  as  senior  executive  vice  president  and  head 
of  the  Mortgage  Banking  Division  of  Union  Planters 
Bank,  N.A.  prior  to  her  retirement  in  July  2004.  She 
served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  Union  Planters 
Corporation,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  Regions  Financial 
Corporation,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  through  June  2005. 
And  on  July  1 ,  she  began  her  new  role  as  president 
of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

"The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  been 
fortunate  to  have  been  led  by  a  group  of  outstand- 
ing volunteers  who  are  not  only  willing  to  serve  but  are  infinitely  qualified  to  provide 
the  vision  for  a  strategic  path  of  action  for  the  organization,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive 
director  of  the  Association.  "Among  those  tremendous  volunteers,  Lou  Ann  Poynter  is  no 
exception.  She  has,  along  with  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  ably  led  our  Ogletree  House  Campaign 
fund-raising  efforts  and  this  past  year  has  been  a  valuable  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee as  president-elect.  Undoubtedly,  the  Alumni  Association  will  continue  to  reap  the 
benefits  of  her  outstanding  service  during  her  year  as  president." 

Active  in  University  and  community  affairs,  Poynter  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame,  past  president  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  and  cur- 
rently is  a  member  of  the  College  of  Business  Advisory  Council.  Along  with  her  husband 
Louis,  who  is  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  Poynter  made  the  Ogletree  House  Campaigns 
Lead  Gift.  In  addition,  she  was  one  of  six  prominent  alumni  who  allowed  the  Association 
to  feature  her  image  in  a  billboard  campaign  that  delivered  the  message  "Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Now.  Forever." 

Topping  her  agenda  for  the  Fiscal  Year  2007-08  is  the  successful  completion  of  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  and  the  start  of  construction  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  facility  in  2008. 

"We  are  so  grateful  to  the  Southern  Miss  alumni  who  have  helped  put  us  within  reach 
of  our  $3  million  goal,"  Poynter  said.  "Now  is  the  time,  however,  to  complete  our  fund- 
raising  efforts  so  that  we  can  begin  construction  on  the  restored  and  expanded  Ogletree 
House.  By  completing  the  campaign  quickly,  we  can  ensure  that  the  magnificent  new 
facility  will  be  open  to  Southern  Miss  alumni  in  the  fall  of  2009." 

In  addition  to  her  involvement  in  the  Alumni  Association,  Poynter,  who  received  her  bach- 
elors degree  in  Business  Administration  in  1969  and  masters  degree  in  Accounting  in  1970, 
currently  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Greater  Hattiesburg  Community  Foundation 
and  has  served  on  the  executive  committees  of  the  Area  Development  Partnership,  the  Public 
Education  Forum  of  Mississippi  and  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council.  She  also  served 
a  five-year  term  through  July  2004  as  a  commissioner  on  the  Forrest  County  Industrial 
Park  Commission.  She  is  a  certified  public  accountant  (retired). 

During  her  professional  career,  she  was  active  in  the  Mississippi  Bankers  Association  and 
served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  America's  Community  Bankers  and  the  Financial 
Managers  Society,  Inc. 

The  Poynters  have  one  daughter,  Melissa,  who  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  2002 
and  received  her  juris  doctorate  from  the  University  of  Mississippi  in  2006.  Melissa  cur- 
rently resides  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  with  her  husband,  Jeffrey  Powell  '03. 


NEWS 


EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 

Jim  Payne  '64 

President-Elect 

In  addition  to  his  new 
role  as  president-elect  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  Jim 
Payne  serves  on  the  USM 
Foundations  board  of  direc- 
tors and  investment  com- 
'     mittee  and  is  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Athletic  Foundation.  His  numer- 
ous commitments  to  the  University  include, 
but  are  certainly  not  limited  to,  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  at  the  Sponsor  Gift  Level 
and  membership  in  the  Athletic  Foundations 
Circle  of  Champions  and  the  USM 
Foundations  Gallery  of  Benefactors.  The 
Payne  Center  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  is 
named  for  Jim  and  his  brother,  Larry  '67. 

In  1992,  he  was  inducted  into  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  and  in  2004  he 
was  named  the  College  of  Business  and 
Economic  Developments  Distinguished 
Alumnus.  Also  in  2004,  he  was  inducted 
into  the  Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame. 

Payne  began  his  professional  career  in 
1964,  when  he  began  as  a  sales  represen- 
tative for  Proctor  and  Gamble.  After  six 
years  as  a  sales  representative  and  man- 
ager for  Rucker  Pharmaceutical  Company 
in  Shreveport,  La.,  he  co-founded  UAD 
Laboratories  and  in  1981  began  an  eight- 
year  stint  as  the  company's  president  and 
CEO.  From  1989  to  1991,  he  worked  as 
vice  president  of  Forest  Laboratories  in  New 
York,  and  he  currently  is  the  president  and 
CEO  of  Payne  Enterprises,  based  in  Jackson. 

Curt  hebert  '85 

Vice  President 

A  Life  Member  of  the 
&—~4lL±      Alumni  Association,  and  a 
*  W       contributor  to  the  Ogletree 

House  Campaign  at  the 
'         Sponsor  Gift  Level,  Curt 
^^  ^^     Hebert  previously  served  on 

■  #  ^         the  Association's  Board  of 
■*  ^  ^B     Directors  from  2003  to 
2005  and  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club  and 
the  USM  Foundation's  board  of  directors. 
Professionally,  Hebert  joined  Entergy 
Corporation  as  Executive  Vice  President, 


External  Affairs  on  September  1,  2001,  after 
a  lengthy  career  as  a  government  energy  reg- 
ulator on  both  the  federal  and  state  levels. 

Prior  to  becoming  an  Entergy  executive, 
Hebert  served  four  years  as  a  presidential 
appointee  to  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory 
Commission.  He  and  his  wife,  Virginia, 
a  1986  graduate  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  have  two  daughters 
and  one  son.  They  live  in  Mandeville,  La. 

ROSEMARY  AULTMAN  73 

Past  President 

Rosemary  Aultman,  a 
Tupelo  native,  has  earned  a 
master's  degree  from  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  and  a  bachelor's 
degree  from  Mississippi 
University  of  Women.  A 
former  first  grade  teacher,  she  served  10 
years  on  the  Clinton  School  Board,  serving 
twice  as  president. 

Since  her  election  as  mayor  of  Clinton  in 
1993,  Mayor  Aultman  has  set  an  aggressive 
agenda  for  the  city. 

Aultman  has  served  on  the  board  of  direc- 
tors for  the  Alumni  Association  as  well  as  the 
USM  Foundation,  and  was  selected  to  the 
Alumni  Association's  Hall  of  Fame  in  2002. 
She  was  a  Mississippi  University  for  Women 
Alumni  Achievement  Award  recipient  in  2001. 

Aultman  and  her  husband  Les,  a  geolo- 
gist, have  two  daughters  and  two  grand- 
daughters. The  Aultmans,  contributors 
to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  at  the 
Platinum  Participating  Gift  Level,  are  active 
members  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Clinton. 

Morgan  Mccarty  '90 

Finance  Committee  Chair 

From  outstanding  student 
to  alumnus,  Morgan 
McCarty's  commitment  to 
Southern  Miss  never  tires. 

A  dedicated  alumnus,  he 
served  three  years  on  the 
Alumni  Associations  Finance 
Committee,  one  of  which  he  served  as  chair. 
He  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association  and  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  Directors. 

McCarty  is  the  president  of  the  loan  ser- 
vicing and  portfolio  managing  division  of 
Regions  Mortgage  and  is  a  member  of  the 


Mississippi  Mortgage  Bankers  Association. 

Active  in  his  community,  McCarty  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oak  Grove  Optimist  Club,  serves  on 
the  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity  House  Corporation 
and  is  a  member  of  Temple  Baptist  Church 
in  Oak  Grove.  McCarty  and  his  wife,  Angela, 
contributors  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign 
at  the  Sponsor  Gift  Level,  have  four  children: 
Kent,  Kirk,  Graham  and  Callie. 

NEW  BOARD  MEMBERS 

Reed  Allison  '83 

W  Reed  Allison  is  a  vice 
president  for  investments 
with  UBS  Financial 
Services,  Inc.,  in  its 
Gulfport  office.  He  has  six 
^^    years  of  experience  in  the 
'*     ^^^    securities  industry-  and 
more  than  23  years  of  experience  in  the 
financial  services  industry. 

A  graduate  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  in  1983  he  holds  a  degree  in 
marketing  with  a  master  of  business  admin- 
istration degree  from  Loyola  University 
in  New  Orleans  in  1989.  He  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Hattiesburg  Metro  Alumni 
Chapter,  a  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  Honor  Club  member,  a  dis- 
trict officer  with  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College  Alumni  Association,  a 
member  of  the  Gulfpon  Rotary  Club  and  a 
deacon  at  First  Baptist  Church  of  Gulfpon. 
He  was  a  two-year  starter  for  the  Golden 
Eagle  baseball  team  and  a  contributor  to  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  at  the  Sponsor  Gift 
Level.  Allison  continues  to  remain  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eagle  Club,  M-Club  and  is  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

JOHN  ATHERTON   82 

John  Atherton  began 
working  for  Mississippi 
Power  Company  in  1985 
and  now  serves  as  its  vice 
president  of  External  Affairs. 
He  is  responsible  for  corpo- 
rate communications,  state 
and  federal  legislate  c  affairs,  regulatory 
affairs.  governmental  and  environment  rela- 
tions, economic  development,  community 
affairs,  general  services  and  security. 
The  life-long  resident  of  the  Mississippi 
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Gulf  Coast  is  a  member  of  the  Southern 
Miss  100  advocacy  group. 

Throughout  his  career,  Atherton  has  been 
an  active  participant  in  community  and 
professional  organizations.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  both  the  Gulfport  and  Biloxi 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Edgewater  Rotary  Club. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Utilities  State 
Government  Organization,  the  Utility 
Economic  Development  Association  and 
the  Mississippi  Economic  Council.  He  cur- 
rently serves  as  a  board  member  of  the  Retail 
Merchants  Association  of  Mississippi,  the 
Mississippi  Manufacturers  Association,  the 
Mississippi  World  Trade  Center,  the  Harrison 
County  Development  Commission  and  the 
St.  Vincent  De  Paul  Community  Pharmacy. 

Mike  Chancellor  '90 

Businessman  Michael  W 
"Mike"  Chancellor  received 
his  bachelors  degree  in  busi- 
ness administration  with  an 
emphasis  in  marketing  in 
1990.  He  is  a  Life  Member  of 
the  Alumni  Association  and  a 
contributor  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign 
at  the  Sponsor  Gift  Level.  He  follows  in  his 
father  George  W.  "Bill"  Chancellors  footsteps,  a 
1962  graduate  of  Southern  Miss. 

Professionally,  Chancellor  owns 
Chancellor  Motor  Group,  a  Buick,  Pontiac, 
GM,  Cadillac  dealership;  is  managing  part- 
ner of  Chancellor  Properties,  a  real  estate 
investment  company  and  is  president  of 
Chancellor  Electrical  Supply  Company. 
Chancellor  also  serves  on  the  boards  of 
directors  of  The  First,  A  National  Banking 
Association  and  The  First  Bancshares. 

Chancellor  is  an  elder  of  First  Trinity 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Laurel  and  is  a 
Rotarian.  An  avid  boater,  Chancellor  is  the 
proud  father  of  two  sons,  Will  and  Gray. 

MAX  DRAUGHN  '84 

Max  Draughn,  the  CEO 
and  president  of  Cypress 
Pharmaceutical,  Inc.  in 
Madison,  is  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association, 
f  jt  ^fl        and  also  serves  on  The 
y/-^^  University  of  Southern 

Mississippi  Foundations  board  of  directors. 


Well-regarded  by  peers,  Cypress 
Pharmaceutical,  Inc.,  has  been  a  seven- 
time  recipient  of  one  of  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal industry's  highest  honors,  the  Supplier 
Quality  Award  from  Cardinal  Health. 
Cypress  Pharmaceutical  also  was  named 
the  second  fastest-growing  privately  held 
company  in  Mississippi  by  the  Mississippi 
Business  Journal  in  2003-2004. 

Draughn  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
100,  a  legislative  advocacy  group  of  influential 
University  alumni.  Previously,  Draughn,  a  Petal 
native  and  1984  graduate  of  Southern  Miss, 
was  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Associations 
Presidential  Transition  Team  and  in  2004  was 
named  the  College  of  Business'  Distinguished 
Entrepreneur. 

Draughn  and  his  wife,  Susan,  are  contrib- 
utors to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  at  the 
Major  Gift  Level,  members  of  the  Eagle  Club 
and  significant  contributors  to  the  College  of 
Business.  They  reside  in  Madison  and  have 
three  children — Owen,  Case  and  Stephen. 

DAVE  ESTORGE  '96 

Dave  Estorge  '96  received 
his  bachelor's  degree  in  psy- 
chology from  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  and 
masters  degree  in  higher 
education  administration 
from  Florida  State  University. 
Estorge  has  served  as  the  president  of  the 
Memorial  Hospital  Foundation  in  Gulfport 
since  August  2005.  He  has  more  than  eight 
years  of  experience  in  the  non-profit  sec- 
tor and  has  worked  for  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  and  St. 
Stanislaus  College  in  Bay  St.  Louis. 

He  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for  the 
Lynn  Meadows  Discovery  Center  and  the 
United  Way  of  South  Mississippi,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Business  Council. 
He  lives  in  Gulfport  with  his  wife,  Jaime, 
and  daughters  Allie,  6,  and  Anders,  3. 

CHE  HELFRICH  '89 

Che  Helfrich's  two 
degrees  from  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  have 
helped  prepare  her  for  a 
career  in  business  adminis- 
tration. Currently  the  vice 
president  of  human  resourc- 


es for  the  Pennsylvania-based  Critical 
Homecare  Solutions,  Inc.,  Helfrich  is  respon- 
sible for  all  facets  of  the  human  resource 
function  for  the  national  homecare  company 
that  employs  more  than  2,000  people. 

Helfrich,  a  Hattiesburg  resident,  is  a 
member  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Conference 
on  Leadership  Board  of  Directors  and  is 
director-at-large  for  Area  II  of  the  Society 
of  Human  Resource  Management. 

In  2000,  she  was  the  Human  Resources 
Professional  of  the  Year,  State  Council — 
Society  for  Human  Resource  Management. 

She  is  married  to  Forrest  County  Circuit 
Court  Judge  Bob  Helfrich  and  has  a  step- 
daughter, Courtney  Helfrich. 

ANDY  MERCIER  '83,  '84 

Andy  Mercier  is  presi- 
dent /  CEO  of  the 
Merchants  Company, 
where  he  has  worked  in 
various  positions  for  more 
than  a  dozen  years  now. 
He  is  responsible  for  the 
overall  management  of  the  foodservice 
distributor  with  400  employees  in  five 
states  and  $230  million  in  annual  sales. 
Active  in  the  Hattiesburg  community 
and  as  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  Mercier 
also  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  and  on  the  School  of 
Accountancy  and  Information  Systems 
Advisory  Committee.  He  is  the  founder  and 
a  board  member  of  the  Greater  Hattiesburg 
Community  Foundation;  a  Mississippi 
Hospitality  and  Restaurant  Association 
Board  Member  and  a  Loaned  Executive  for 
the  United  Way  and  a  member  of  Rotary 
Club,  among  other  activities. 

His  professional  affiliations  include 
the  Mississippi  Society  of  Certified 
Public  Accountants;' the  American 
Institute  of  Certified  Public  Accountants; 
International  Foodservice  Distributors 
Association  (IFDA)  Government  Relations 
Committee  Member  and  IFDS  Food 
Safety  and  Security  Committee  Member. 

Mercier  is  married  to  Stace  Mahar 
Mercier  '89,  '95.  They  have  two  children — 
Ann  Marie,  15,  and  Betsy,  13. 
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MAJOR  COMMITMENTS  PUSH 

OGLETREE  HOUSE  CAMPAIGN  NEAR  $3  MILLION  GOAL 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association's 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  has  moved  sig- 
nificantly closer  to  the  completion  of  fund- 
raising  efforts  as  a  result  of  three  major 
commitments  in  May. 

Topping  recent  pledges  to  the  $3  million 
campaign,  which  will  help  fund  the  complete 
restoration  and  expansion  of  the  home  of 
the  Alumni  Association  on  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's  Hattiesburg  campus, 
are  $225,000  from  Max  and  Susan  Draughn, 
$125,000  from  Gene  and  Karen  Carlisle  and 
$75,000  from  Drs.  Jon  and  Christy  Thornton. 
Their  pledges  have  helped  push  the  campaign 
past  the  $2.7  million  mark,  more  than  90 
percent  of  the  goal. 

"We  are  truly  excited  about  the  announce- 
ment of  these  major  gifts  and  the  progress  of 
the  campaign  to  this  point,"  said  Lou  Ann 
Poynter,  who  along  with  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
co-chairs  the  campaign.  "We  look  forward 
to  the  successful  completion  of  our  fund- 
raising  efforts 
this  summer 
and  invite 
all  Southern 
Miss  alumni 
to  make  a  gift 
to  this  impor- 
tant   project 

before    it    is 
Susan  &  Max  Draughn     .       i  .    .. 

The  Association  expects  the  18-month 
construction  project  to  begin  in  January 
2008.  The  restoration  and  expansion  of  the 
95-year-old  facility  will  increase  the  size 
of  the  structure  to  12,000  square  feet.  The 
Ogletree  House,  which  served  for  a  number 
of  years  as  the  University  President's  home,  is 
named  for  Powell  Ogletree,  who  was  alumni 
director  at  Southern  Miss  for  34  years  until 
his  retirement  in  1987. 

The  Draughn's  $225,000  commitment,  the 
result  of  a  reallocation  of  a  portion  of  an  open 
pledge  made  to  the  University,  is  the  final  gift  at 
the  campaigns  Major  Gift  Level.  The  parlor  in 
the  new  facility  will  be  named  in  their  honor. 

Max  Draughn,  the  CEO  and  presi- 
dent  of  Cypress   Pharmaceutical   Inc.    in 


Madison,  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  and  serves  on  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  and 


replace  the  turf. 

Gene  Carlisle  is  the  founder  of  the  Carlisle 
Corporation,  which  operates  more  than  100 


Foundation's  boards  of  directors.  He  is  also  a        Wendy's  restaurants,  three  Holiday  Inn  Hotels, 


member  of  the  Southern  Miss  100,  a  legisla- 
tive advocacy  group  of  influential  University 
alumni.  Previously,  Draughn,  a  Petal  native 
and  1984  graduate  of  Southern  Miss,  was 
a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association's 
Presidential  Transition  Team  and  in  2004  was 
named  the  College  of  Business'  Distinguished 
Entrepreneur.  He  says  the  campaign  will  help 
move  the  University  into  a  new  era. 

"We  believe  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign 


a  Hampton  Inn  and  various  apartment  com- 
plexes. He  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  busi- 
ness administration  in  1964.  He  is  the  for- 
mer chairman 
of  the  College 
of  Business' 
Advisory 
Council    and 


*Jb 


Draughn  said.  "We're  happy  to  support  it." 
Susan  Draughn,  a  Hattiesburg  native  and 
Baylor  alumna,  was  a  member  of  First  Baptist 
Church  with  Powell  Ogletree  and  his  wife 
Frances  some  20  years  ago. 

"I  thought  highly  of  Mr.  Ogletree  and  love 

his  wife  dearly;  they  are  very  special  people," 

Susan  said.  "Occasionally  we  still  take  our 

kids  to  visit  her  when  we  are  in  town." 

The  Draughns  are  members  of  the  Eagle  Club 


serves  on  the 
boards  of  direc- 
tors for  both 
the    University's  Karen  &  Gene  Carlisle 

Foundation  and  the  Athletic  Foundation. 
Carlisle,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  chairs  the  campaign  to  raise 
funds  for  the  College  of  Business'  new  build- 
ing and  was  named  the  college's  Distinguished 
Alumnus  in  2002. 

In  1999,  he  and  Karen  donated  a  Wendy's 
restaurant  to  the  University,  which  promptly 


t&  an  important  &rof&ct>Jor  oout/iewi  ^/Ji\ss. 

CfP&f*e  /iClfefiu  tO  fSll/j/jOrt  it.  ^     -  Susan  &  Max  Draughn 


and  are  significant  contributors  to  the  College 
of  Business.  They  reside  in  Madison  and  have 
three  children — Owen,  Case  and  Stephen. 

The  $125,000  commitment  from  Gene  and 
Karen  Carlisle  adds  to  their  lengthy  list  of 
contributions  to  the  institution.  The  confer- 


in  their  honor. 

Over  the  years,  the  Carlisles  have  commit- 
ted more  than  $6.4  million  to  the  athletic 
department,  including  a  $5  million  com- 
mitment to  the  ongoing  South  End  Zone 
expansion  project  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium. 
Carlisle  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame,  the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame,  and  the 
field  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  was  renamed 
Carlisle-Faulkner  Field  after  a  gift  from  the 
Carlisles  allowed  the  athletic  department  to 


£  it.        -  Susan  &  Max  Draughn 

leased  it  back  to  the  Carlisle  Corporation,  with 
the  University  collecting  nearly  $100,000  to 
use  for  scholarships.  In  2001,  the  University 
sold  the  restaurant  back  to  the  Carlisles  for 
$700,000,  further  benefiting  Southern  Miss. 

The  Carlisles  reside  in  Memphis.  They  have 
three  children — Courtney,  Chance  and  Chase. 

Like  both 
the  Draughns 
and  Carlisles, 
Drs.  Jon 
and  Christy 
Thornton 
have  estab- 
lished a  sig- 
nificant record 
of  dedication 
to    Southern  Drs.  Christy  &  Jon  Thornton 
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Miss.     The     Life    { 
Members    of    the    I 
Alumni  Association    V 
are  both  1988  gradu-     V 
ates  of  the  institution      > 
and  are  members  of      > 
the  Athletic  Foundation's 
Circle  of  Champions,  which 
is  reserved  for  donors  to  the  ath- 
letic department  who  have  pledged  at  least 
$100,000  over  a  10-year  period. 

Currently,  Christy  serves  on  the  Athletic 
Foundation's  board  of  directors,  while  Jon 
has  served  on  the  University  Foundation's 
board  of  directors.  Jon  serves  on  both  the 
external  advisory  board  for  the  Department 
of  Chemistry  and  Biochemistry  and  the 
College  of  Science  and  Technology  Dean's 
Advisory  Council.  Christy  also  serves  the 
college  as  a  liaison  between  students  and 
physicians  for  the  Stephen  Flatten  Externship 
Program.  The  Thorntons  were  honored  with 
Outstanding  Young  Alumni  awards  by  the 
Alumni  Association  in  2001. 

"Our  primary  reason  for  contributing  to 
the  campaign  is  to  preserve  the  Ogletree 
House  as  we  remembered  it  from  our  time 
on  campus,"  Jon  said.  "We  also  wanted  to 
recognize  (Alumni  Association  executive  direc- 
tor) Bob  Pierce's  importance  to  the  University. 
To  me,  he  embodies  what  is  good  about  the 
University — his  selfless  dedication  to  the 
Alumni  Association." 

The  Thorntons,  who  in  addition  to  sharing 
Southern  Miss  as  their  alma  mater,  both  also 
earned  medical  degrees  from  the  University 
of  South  Alabama.  The  Thorntons  reside 
in  Hattiesburg,  where  Jon  is  a  nephrologist 
at  Hattiesburg  Clinic.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren— Micah,  Noah  and  Claire. 

"Hattiesburg  has  always  been  a  special 
place  to  us,"  said  Christy  Thornton,  who 
met  her  husband  in  1986  when  both  were 
Southern  Miss  students.  "We  were  excited 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  move  back  to 
Hattiesburg,  and  we're  hopeful  that  our  kids 
go  to  Southern  Miss  as  well." 

The  reception  room  in  the  new  Ogletree 
House  will  be  named  in  their  honor. 


-     ** 


CAMPAIGN  CONTRIBUTORS 


Lou  Ann  &  Louis  Poynter,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

ft/lriioi"  Gifts 

Max  &  Susan  Draughn,  Madison,  MS 
Bill  Phalen,  Scottsdale,  AZ 

Special  Gifts 

Leonard  &  Lynn  Busby,  Laurel,  MS 
Gene  &  Karen  Carlisle,  Memphis,  TN 
Lester  &  Jan  Haddox,  Columbia,  MS 
Ralph  T.  Simmons,  Laurel,  MS 
Jon  &  Christy  Thornton,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Jimmy  &  Jo  Waites,  Laurel,  MS 
Thad  &  Gerry  Waites,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Bonnie  &  Lawrence  Warren,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Sponsor  Gifts 

Reed  Allison,  Gulfport,  MS 

Bobby  &  Betty  Chain,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mike  Chancellor, 

Chancellor  Motor  Group,  Laurel,  MS 
Charles  Finnegan,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Lamar  &  Joy  Gillespie,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Curt  &  Virginia  Hebert,  Mandeville,  LA 
Marlin  &  Nelma  Ivey,  Kosciusko,  MS 
Ed  &  Lynda  Langton,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Morgan  &  Angela  McCarty,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Bob  &  Judy  Mixon,  Sumrall.  MS 
Lewis  &  Margie  Myrick,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Jim  Payne,  Jackson,  MS 
Liz  &  Larry  Payne,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Son  Rhodes,  Vancleave,  MS 
Robin  Robinson,  Laurel,  MS 
Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Billy  Tom  Ward,  Lena,  MS 

Supporting  Gifts 

Tommy  &  Karen  Baylis,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Mark  &  Pam  Cumbest,  Moss  Point,  MS 
Herman  &  Sharon  Herrin,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Mickey  &  Linda  Hudson,  Ellisville,  MS 
The  First,  David  Johnson, 
CEO,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Bud  &  Virginia  Kirkpatrick,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Newman  Lumber  Company,  Gulfport,  MS 
Jeffrey  &  Lynn  0'Keefe,  Biloxi,  MS 
Jan  &  John  Polk,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
David  &  Laurie  Rimes,  Hattiesburg,  MS 


Jason  &  Mary  Sanderson,  Madison,  MS 
Ken  &  Carolyn  Shearer,  Ridgeland,  MS 
Chevis  &  Marcia  Swetman,  Biloxi,  MS 
Charles  &  Diane  Thomas,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
The  Joe  Winstead  Family,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Platinum  Level  Gifts 

Rosemary  &  Les  Aultman,  Clinton,  MS 

Dick  &  Diane  Berry,  Mobile,  AL 

Glen  &  Judy  Davis,  Saraland,  AL 

Mark  &  Olga  Jackson.  Destin,  FL 

Rex  &  Becky  Kelly,  Gulfport,  MS 

Susan  &  Richard  Long,  Jackson,  AL 

Aubrey  &  Ella  Lucas,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Danny  &  Patty  Mitchell,  Brandon,  MS 

Judy  Bookout  Morgan,  Purvis,  MS 

The  Powell  G.  Ogletree  Family,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bob  &  Kristi  Pierce,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Susan  &  Robert  Riley,  Sumrall,  MS 

W.  Dayton  Robinson,  Pass  Christian,  MS 

Doug  &  Pam  Rouse,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bill  &  Penne  Ward,  Mobile,  AL 

Gold  Level  Gifts 

Sarah  Joe  Dabbs,  Quitman,  MS 
Lucy,  Jack  &  Walt  Denton,  Biloxi,  MS 
Don  &  Marilyn  Driskell,  Brookhaven,  MS 
Becky-Sue  Fitch,  Louisville,  KY 
Krandell  &  Winnie  Howell,  McComb,  MS 
Paige  &  Debbie  Howell,  McComb,  MS 
James  &  Allen  Hutto,  Petal,  MS 
Robert  &  Barbara  Ingram,  Foley,  AL 
Bob  &  Patricia  Jefcoat,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
John  E.  Lazenby  and 

Stacey  Lazenby  Malaret,  Windermere,  FL 
Paul  &  Georgie  McMullan,  Hattiesburg.  MS 
Joe  &  Meg  Paul,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Jack  &  Marsha  Peters,  Lucedale,  MS 
Randy  &  Kathy  Pope,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Ray  &  Jo  Anne  Sims,  Hattiesburg.  MS 
South  Central  Mississippi 

Alumni  Chapter,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Sylvia  &  William  Teasley,  Canton.  GA 
Martha  &  Tommy  Thornton,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Larry  &  Carol  Watson,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
"Because  Ralph  Simmons 

asked  me,"  Hattiesburg,  MS 


*  As  of  June  27,  2007  -  Gifts  of  $5,000  and  more 
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Golden  Graduates  Return  to  Campus 

For  the  second  consecutive  year,  alumni  who  graduated  50  or 
more  years  ago  were  welcomed  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus  by  the 
Alumni  Association.  The  weekend  event,  held  May  4  and  5,  offered  an 
opportunity  for  those  alumni  to  recall  fond  memories,  reunite  with  old 
friends  and  witness  the  numerous  changes  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
in  recent  decades.  At  bottom  left,  Ashley  Cangelosi,  past  president  of 
The  Legacy  awards  a  Golden  Grad  medallion  emblematic  of  induc- 
tion into  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Golden  Circle.  Bottom  Right,  AJ. 
Mangum  '49  greets  friends  at  the  Thad  Cochran  Center. 


Alumni  Chapters  Award 
Scholarships  to  Future  Eagles 

Three  chapters  of  the  Alumni  Association  recently  awarded  scholarships 
to  worthy  students  who  will  pursue  academic  degrees  at  Southern  Miss  this 
fall.  For  bios  on  the  recipients  or  on  how  you  can  contribute  to  a  chapter 
scholarship  or  application  information,  visit  the  Awards  7  Scholarship 
section  of  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter 

The  South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter  has  once  again  awarded 
nine  $500  scholarships.  The  honorees  include: 

•  Consula  Benn  of  Perry  Central  High  School; 

•  Anna  Leigh  Butler  of  Oak  Grove  High  School; 

•  Jared  Carlson  of  Sumrall  High  School; 

•  Rachel  Clark  of  Oak  Grove  High  School; 

•  Aretas  Coleman  of  Hattiesburg  High  School; 

•  Henry  Ewing  of  Petal  High  School; 

•  Kierra  Mitchell  of  Perry  Central  High  School; 

•  Krystal  Mixon  of  Forrest  County  Agricultural  High  School,  & 

•  Brooke  Scott  of  Oak  Grove  High  School. 
Southeast  Mississippi  Chapter 

Two  students  have  each  been  awarded  $  1 ,800  scholarships  from 
the  Southeast  Mississippi  Chapter.  Lindsey  S.  Lovorn  of  Pascagoula 
High  School  and  Nicole  Nettles  of  Ocean  Springs  High  School  both 
will  attend  Southern  Miss  in  the  fall. 
Laurel  Metro  Chapter 

Meridian  Community  College  student  John  Randall  Moore  and 
Taylorsville  High  School  graduate  Jonathan  Robinson  have  each  been 
awarded  $500  scholarships  from  the  Laurel  Metro  Chapter. 


Brett  Cassell 


New  Associate  Director  Begins  Work 

Brett  Cassell  '00,  '04,  who  has  worked  as 

the  manager  of  receivables  in  the  Business 

Office    at    The    University    of   Southern 

Mississippi  for  the  past  four  years,  has 

been  hired  as  the  Associations  associate 

director  for  internal  operations.   Cassell, 

who  began  work  at  his  new  post  on  July  2, 

takes  over  for  Mark  Boyles  73  who  left  the 

position  to  pursue  employment  with  the 

State  Department  of  Marine  Resources. 
Cassell,  a  Taylorsville  native,  has  lived  in 

the  Hattiesburg  area  for  the  past  seven  years.  He  graduated  with 

an  undergraduate  degree  in  accounting  and  has  also  earned  his 

master's  degree  in  business  administration  from  Southern  Miss. 

In  addition,  he  is  currently  pursuing  a  doctoral  degree  in  higher 
education  administration. 

In  addition  to  Cassell's  hiring,  executive 
director  Bob  Pierce  has  announced  the 
promotion  of  Jim  Coll  '99,  '06  to  assistant 
director  for  communications.  Previously, 
Coll,  who  joined  the  Associations  staff 
in  2004,  served  as  manager  of  commu- 
nications. Coll  joins  the  staff  leadership 
team  that  includes  Pierce,  Cassell  and 
Jerry  DeFatta,  the  Association's  associ- 
ate director  for  external  affairs.  Coll  will 

continue  to  oversee  the  production  of  The  Talon,  the  Southern  Miss 

Connections  biannual  newsletter  and  the  Alumni  Association  Web 

site,  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
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Curt  &  Janelle  Allen 

Charles  &  Beth  Benvenutti 

Ann  Bowden-Hollis 

Don  Bowling 

Erin  Rachael  Brooks 

Kelly  &  Amy  Burke 

Renee  Homeyer  Butts 

Thyra  Y.  Byrd 

Jon  &  Virginia  Byrd 

Rebecca  Rowland  Chennault 

Matthew  &  Lori  Cobb 

Tony  Russell  DeMars 

Tim  &  Angela  Dixon 

Stephen  &  Mary  Dryden 

Matt  &  Suzanne  Duckworth 

Dee  Kelly  Ervine 

Jeff  &  Carol  Eure 

Kari  Michelle  Everett 

Gregory  L.  Fairey 

Thomas  K.  Farrar 

John  &  Hsiu-Jin  Faught 

William  Russell  Fuller 

Paul  &  Shirley  Garrett 

Chris  &  Kristi  Giametta 

Suzette  Simone  Glaab 

Griff  &  Shannon  Gleason 

William  &  Laurie  Graham 

Timothy  Marice  Hallman 

Stephanie  Lynn  Hand 

Kenneth  Wayne  Harbuck 

Amanda  &  Paul  Havlicek 

Dan  &  Amy  Hensarling 

Charles  A.  Hewes 

Glen  &  Theresa  Howe 

Kevin  Cordell  Hull 


New  Life  Members 

Terry  &  Patricia  Jack 

Renee  Antoine  Jardon 

Margie  Putnam  Jepson 

Hendrick  Jeter,  III 

David  Earl  Johnson 

William  Charles  Johnson,  Jr. 

Peter  J.  Kozakiewicz 

Scott  Winfield  Lampkin 

Paul  &  Sherry  Laughlin 

Franklin  Earl  Leach 

John  &  Jan  Lewis 

Sara  Allison  Lipham 

Robert  &  Cassandra  Loggins 

David  Et  Joyce  Lowery 

John  J.  MacDonald,  III 

Julius  &  Claire  Mangum 

Catherine  Prevost  Martin 

Robert  &  Kim  McElhaney 

Rhonda  Holder  McLaney 

Joe  &  Lynda  Meeks 

Sharley  DeAnne  Mills 

Margaret  Anne  Mixon 

Jeffrey  Et  Nancy  Moon 

Nina  Lowery  Morgan 

Amber  Kay  Morrell 

David  &  Monica  Neideffer 

Nathaniel  Nix 

Monica  Ostheimer-Chavez 

Catharine  Ingram  Patrick 

Chris  Et  Shannon  Pazos 

Alethea  Cox  Pierce 

KaRensa  Dionne  Polk 

Curtis  Ray  Poole 

Dorothy  Gentile  Putnam 

James  Et  Monica  Rawlins 


A 


James  Andrew  Reed 
David  Et  Carla  Reeves 
Deidre  Diane  Robinson 
Cindy  Robinson  Robst 
Robert  S.  Romalewski 

Andrew  J.  Romano 

Percy  Paxton  Rutledge 

Tim  £f  Jeannie  Ryan 

Shelley  Elena  Sanders 

Keith  Alton  Sargent 

Martha  Dunagin  Saunders 

Kathryn  Favre  Schwan 

Karen  Lynn  Seymour 

Timothy  E.  Shanks 

Laura  Jean  Smith 

Joseph  8-  Polly  Sowell 

Fred  Virgile  Spence,  IV 

John  Clay  Sproles 

Timothy  Michael  Starling 

Sherry  Ann  Stewart 

Jennifer  Studebaker 

Beth  Bryson  Taylor 

Jessie  &  Ollie  Taylor 

Melanie  Et  Scott  Thompson 

Randell  Lyle  Thompson 

Donald  Alexander  Urquhart,  III 

Robert  Et  Libby  Vardaman 

Kathy  Brunet  Warner 
Robert  Et  Katherine  Watts 

Hans  Et  Sabrina  Weger 
Michael  &  Melissa  Wheeler 

Pamela  Belle  White 

Shari  Harrington  Williams 

Pamela  Kiehm  Yaeger 

Derek  Et  Karen  Zumbro 

S 


Accounting  Constituent 
Society  Event  a  Success 

The  Accounting  Constituent  Society's 
Continuing  Professional  Education  (CPE) 
seminar  held  at  the  Thad  Cochran  Center  in 
May  attracted  more  than  80  participants  as 
Dr.  Marvin  Albin,  a  professor  with  the  School 
of  Accountancy  and  Information  Systems, 
presented  "Risk  Assessment  Statements  on 
Auditing  Standards  (102-112)." 

The  seminar  attracted  participants  from  all 
across  Mississippi,  and  served  as  a  fundraiser 
to  help  establish  a  scholarship  endowment 
for  students  pursuing  accounting  degrees  at 
Southern  Miss. 

The  educational  and  collegial  organization 
plans  to  continue  to  provide  an  array  of  oppor- 
tunities to  network  and  advance  professionally. 
The  group  intends  on  holding  another  seminar 
in  the  fall  which  will  focus  on  tax  standards. 

Membership  in  the  society  is  525  annually, 
which  includes  discounts  on  CPE  on-campus 
events.  Special  annual  memberships  are  avail- 
able for  students,  undergraduate  and  graduate, 
for  $10.  Membership  brochures  will  be  mailed 
with  the  notification  for  the  next  seminar  event. 
If  you  would  like  to  sign  up  now,  please  call  the 
Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 


Loyal  Alumna  Loses  Battle  With  Colon  Cancer 


Becky- Sue  Fitch  '84,  whose  unique  con- 
tribution to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign 
has  inspired  Southern  Miss  alumni  across  the 
country,  lost  her  battle  with  colon  cancer  on 
Friday,  June  15. 

Fitch,  45,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  passed  away 
peacefully  at  Baptist  Hospital  Northeast  in 
LaGrange,  Ky.  Following  an  initial  $250 
contribution  to  the  campaign  more  than  a 
year  ago,  the  school  teacher  had  pledged  $50 
monthly  for  the  remainder  of  her  life. 

Her  explanation  for  the  pledge  was  both 
matter-of-fact  and  rooted  in  emotional  ties 
to  the  University. 

"Most  of  us  waste  $50  a  month,"  she  said 
upon  making  the  pledge.  "We  spend  it  a 
couple  of  dollars  at  a  time  on  snacks  or  cof- 
fee or  drinks.  I  know  that  $50  a  month  isn't 
enough  to  change  a  life  immediately,  but 
$50  a  month  becomes  $600  per  year,  which 


eventually  becomes  something  greater.  Then, 
$50  a  month  can  start  to  change  lives." 

Fitch  was  born  November  22,  1961,  one 
of  three  children  of  William  and  Sue  Fitch  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Her  love  for  her  students 
at  Newburg  Middle  School  in  Louisville  led 
her  to  award-winning  levels;  she  was  named 
Kentucky  History  Teacher  of  the  Year  in  2004. 
She  was  an  eighth  grade  American  History 
teacher  and  a  member  of  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma. 
Fitch  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  1984 
with  a  degree  in  communications. 

She  is  survived  by  her  parents,  William  and 
Sue  Fitch;  brother  and  sister-in-law,  Craig  and 
Belinda  Fitch;  sister  and  brother-in-law,  Julie 
and  Ben  Hundley  and  her  niece  and  nephews, 
Austin,  Tori,  Samantha  and  Hunter. 

Expressions  of  sympathy  may  be  directed 
to  the  Colon  Cancer  Prevention  Project.  115 
S.  Ewing  Ave.,  Louisville,  KY  40206. 
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Cellular  South  Approaches  Decade  of  Giving 


There's  an  old  African  proverb  that  states, 
"It  takes  a  whole  village  to  raise  a  child."  For 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  that 
saying  can  be  modified  to  say  that  "It  takes  a 
whole  community  to  raise  a  student." 

This  notion  proves  true  in  the  sense  that 
for  a  student  to  be  truly  successful,  the 
members  of  the  entire  University  commu- 
nity— including  faculty,  staff  and  adminis- 
tration— all  play  significant  roles. 

In  addition,  there  also  are  those  members 
of  the  community  who  play  a  significant 
role  in  terms  of  financial  assistance  to  many 
students  at  Southern  Miss.  These  friends  of 
the  University  come  in  the  form  of  either 
individuals  or  organizations. 

Over  the  years,  one  such  organization, 
Cellular  South,  has  continued  to  play  a 
major  role  in  helping  Southern  Miss  students 
become  connected  with  their  respective 
future.  And  this  year  marks  the  10th  anniver- 
sary of  this  mutually  beneficial  relationship. 

Dating  back  to  1997,  Cellular  South 
has  contributed  nearly  $300,000  to  the 
University  for  scholarships,  funding  one 
Presidential  Scholarship  in  the  Honors 
College,  four  scholarships  m  the  College  of 
Business  and  one  scholarship  in  the  College 
of  Science  and  Technology. 

"We  are  very  committed  to  Mississippi," 
said  Jim  Richmond,  director  of  Corporate 
Communications  for  Cellular  South.  "From 
a  corporate  communications  standpoint,  our 
platform  is  education.  We  do  a  lot  of  educa- 
tion sponsorships  on  the  high  school  level, 
as  well  as  on  the  university  level.  We  do 
scholarships  at  multiple  universities  across 
the  state,  and  it  has  been  a  great  partnership 
with  Southern  Miss.  They've  been  customers 
of  ours  for  a  very  long  time,  and  it's  a  win- 
win  for  everybody." 

Not  only  does  the  company  focus  on  bet- 
tering the  education  in  the  state,  it  also  knows 
-^  that  without  the  relationships  it  holds  with 
^k         institutions  like  Southern  Miss,  its  exis- 


tence  wouldn't  be  as  successful  as  it  is  today. 

"We  really  feel  that  it  is  our  obligation  as 
a  business  entity  in  the  state  of  Mississippi 
to  help  however  we  can,  and  education 
is  a  really  good  fit  for  us  and  the  state," 
Richmond  said.  "That  is  why  we  are  commit- 
ted. Education  is  our  platform,  and  funding 


apply  for  a  summer  internship.  We  also  tr 
to  always  attend  the  scholarship  reception 
to  meet  the  students." 

The  company  first  contributed  to  th 
cause  by  creating  an  endowed  Presidents 
Scholarship  and  then  later  added  the  annus 
scholarships.  It  is  through  these  awards  tha 


Members  of  the  Cellular  South  team  visited  with  scholarship  recipients  at  the  recent  University-wid 

scholarship  reception.  Pictured  from  left  are:  Tanya  Rankin,  marketing  manager,  Internal  Brandinc 

Blake  Barnes;  Jim  Richmond,  corporate  communications  director;  Aaron  Anderson;  Nicholas  Kollatl 

Anita  Clarke,  public  relations  specialist  and  Tammie  McCullough,  human  resources  managei 


these  scholarships  is  part  of  that." 

The  fact  that  the  company  has  made  gener- 
ous contributions  for  nearly  a  decade  is  sig- 
nificant in  its  own  right.  But  what  makes  this 
partnership  truly  unique  is  the  importance 
placed  on  building  the  relationship  with  the 
scholarship  recipients  who  benefit. 

"Meeting  with  our  scholarship  recipients  is 
something  we  try  to  do  on  a  regular  basis,  and 
we  are  trying  to  do  an  even  better  job  of  that," 
Richmond  said.  "We  have  an  intern  program 
as  well.  If  someone  is  on  scholarship  with  us 
at  Cellular  South,  they  are  then  eligible  to 


\\\cellularsouth 


TM 


Cellular  Souths  commitment  to  educatioi 
becomes  evident. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  education  i 
extremely  important  to  us  as  a  company, 
Richmond  said.  "It  is  special  when  you  hav> 
the  ability  to  touch  someone's  life  and  provid 
a  quality  education  for  them,  and  know  tha 
it  is  going  to  make  a  tremendous  different 
on  their  life  and  their  family's  life. 

"It's  a  whole  lot  more  than  just  paying  fo 
a  scholarship,"  Richmond  continued.  "It  i 
really  a  lifetime  gift.  It  is  one  of  those  gift 
that  just  keeps  on  giving.  That  is  the  mos 
important  thing.  We  feel  like  it  is  our  socia 
responsibility  to  help  better  education  ii 
Mississippi,  and  we  feel  that  this  is  a  good  wa; 
to  do  it  -  by  funding  these  scholarships." 
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Albert  Honors  Mother's 

Legacy  With  Endowed  Scholarship 


There  are  many  definitions  for  the 
word  "vision."  Literally,  "vision"  refers 
to  one's  ability  to  see.  But  more  impor- 
tantly, having  great  vision  means  the 
ability  to  see  something  that  is  not  there 
and  to  see  what  something  could  become. 

For  Larry  Albert,  it  is  that  second  kind  of  vision  that  has  been  so 
important  in  his  life. 

As  one  of  the  more  successful  architects  in  Mississippi,  Albert 
has  been  able  to  use  vision  in  designing  new  buildings  and  restor- 
ing older  ones.  His  vision  as  an  artist  has  developed  the  plans  for 
the  soon  to  be  expanded  and  restored  Ogletree  House,  and  has  led 
to  some  of  more  recognizable  buildings  in  the  Hattiesburg  area, 
including  the  Hattiesburg  Library  and  the  Thad  Cochran  Center  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

None  of  that  would  have  been  accomplished,  however,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  vision  of  his  late  mother,  Martha. 
After  all,  it  was  his  mother  who  saw  potential 
in  a  young  Larry. 

After  achieving  recognition  as  an  architect 
in  the  Houston  area,  it  wasn't  until  Albert's 
return  to  the  Pine  Belt  and  Hattiesburg  in 
1986  that  his  eventual  enterprise,  Larry  Albert 
and  Associates,  would  take  off.  Martha  helped 
Larry's  business  get  off  the  ground,  from  provid- 
ing the  down-payment  on  a  house  to  aiding  in 
some  of  the  start  up  costs.  While  she  helped 
get  the  project  started,  she  wasn't  able  to  see  it 
come  to  fruition. 

"[My  mom]  helped  start  my  business," 
Albert  said.  "The  sad  thing  is  that  she  died  in 
December  of  1986.  She  never  saw  me  make  it, 
but  she  described  me  making  it.  Even  when 
other  people  around  me  were  negative,  she 
would  just  talk  about  how  successful  I  would  be." 

Now,  through  the  creation  of  the  Martha  Faye  Mcintosh  Albert 
Art  Endowment,  Albert  is  able  to  honor  his  late  mother  with  a 
new  vision,  one  that  will  provide  financial  assistance  to  ensure 
that  art  students  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  are 
able  to  achieve  their  own  dreams  and  put  their  own  stamp 
on  the  world. 

"There  is  a  reason  why  I  choose  to  support  the  arts,  because  I 
think  the  arts  are  important,"  Albert  said.  "There  are  thousands 
of  quotes  in  my  journal  about  the  arts  and  communicating 
real  culture.  Take  any  group  of  people  in  mankind,  you  don't 
look  at  their  athletic  teams;  you  look  at  their  art  or  their  music. 
That's  how  you  find  out  who  they  were  as  a  culture.  That  is  the 
mark  that  we  really  leave  behind." 

It  is  no  surprise  that  Albert  has  become  a  vehicle  of  support 
for  the  arts  and  Southern  Miss.  Albert's  ties  to  Southern  Miss  run 
deep — his  mother  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  with  a  degree 
in  nursing.  His  mother  also  had  a  love  for  the  arts,  one  that 
obviously  had  a  tremendous  impact  on  Albert. 


"My  mother  raised  me  listening  to  classical  music  and  had  a  great 
appreciation  for  the  arts,"  Albert  said.  "When  she  recognized  I  was 
leaning  toward  the  arts,  she  led  me  that  way.  Obviously,  that  is  why 
I  chose  to  put  the  scholarship  in  the  arts  and  not  in  nursing.  She  and 
her  sister  were  great  nurses,  but  that  is  not  the  lady  I  know.  I  didn't 
know  the  nurse;  I  knew  the  person  who  had  the  love  for  the  arts." 

The  bond  Albert  and  his  mother  had  was  special,  one  that  exceeds 
regular  bonds  between  mother  and  child.  As  one  of  the  last  children 
diagnosed  with  polio,  Albert  wouldn't  have  seen  past  his  first  birthday  if 
it  weren't  for  the  introduction  of  the  polio  vaccine  in  that  same  year. 

"All  children  are  probably  close  to  their  moms,  but  if  you  are  a 
child  like  I  was,  I  felt  that  my  life  was  just  my  mom  and  me,"  Albert 
said.  "My  mom  and  I  were  together  all  the  time.  I  was  three  years  old 
before  I  could  stand  up,  and  I  was  told  that  my  mom  would  hear  that 
I  would  never  walk,  never  do  this  and  never  do  that." 
That  bond  that  gives  Albert  all  the  more  reason  to  create  this 
endowed  scholarship  in  his  mother's  mem- 
ory. While  the  scholarship  in  itself  is  special 
because  it  honors  his  mother,  it  also  is  special 
because  of  impact  the  gift  will  make  on  art 
students  far  into  the  future. 


The  Cochran  Center  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  is  one 

building  designed  by  Larry  Albert  and  his  firm  Albert 

and  Associates  Architects.  The  firm  is  also  designing 

the  restored  and  expanded  Ogletree  House. 
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Sweet  Success 

The  Saga  of  T HAD    "PlE"    VANN 


Coach  Thad  "Pie"  Vann  was  an  assistant  to  head 
coach  Reed  Green.  (Neka  Camon,  1938) 


BY  YVONNE  ARNOLD  '90 

It  is  funny  how  a  nickname  attaches  itself 
to  a  person  and  sticks  for  life  and  that  was 
precisely  the  case  for  former  Southern  Miss 
head  football  coach,  Thad  "Pie"  Vann.  It  was 
his  uncommon  liking  for  pastries  that  led 
to  the  nickname,  which  he  acquired  while 
working  in  the  cafeteria  during  his  high 
school  years.  But  who  could  have  predicted 
that  his  name  would  become  a  household 
word  in  the  world  of  college  football,  or  that 
this  big,  soft-spoken  individual  with  the 
ever-present  smile  would  lead  the  Southern 
Miss  football  program  to  lofty  heights  and 
set  records  that  remain  unbroken? 

Thad  Vann  was  born  Sept.  22,  1907,  in 
Magnolia.  He  graduated  from  Magnolia  High 
School,  where  he  earned  16  letters  in  varsity 
sports.  He  received  a  bachelors  degree  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  in  1929,  and 
while  there,  he  lettered  all  four  years  in  both 
football  and  baseball.  He  was  captain  of  the 
1928  football  team  and  catcher  for  the  1929 
baseball  team. 

From  1929  to  1936  Vann  served  as 
football,  baseball  and  boxing  coach  at 
Meridian  High  School,  and  in  1937,  new 
head  football  coach  Reed  Green  hired  him 
as  line  coach  at  State  Teachers 
College  (now  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi).  At 
that  time,  the  football  team  was 
known  as  the  Yellowjackets. 
When  the  school's  name  was 
changed  to  Mississippi  Southern 
College  in  1940,  the  team's  name 
became  the  Southerners. 

By  ihe  summer  of  1942,  all 
intercollegiate  sports  at  Mississippi 
Southern  College  (MSC)  had  been 
terminated  because  many  of  the 
coaches  and  players  were  on  active 
military  duty  in  World  War  II.   Coach 


Vann,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Army  Reserves,  was 
called  to  active  duty  in  the  Fall  of  1942.  He 
served  in  the  European  Theatre  and  received 
eight  decorations,  including  the  Bronze  Star. 
He  was  discharged  in  1945  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonel.  Head  coach  Reed  Green 
served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Both  Green  and  Vann  returned  to  MSC 
in  1946  to  rebuild  the  football  program.  In 
1949,  Reed  Green  became  athletic  director, 
and  Vann  was  named  head  football  coach. 
His  first  outing  as  head  coach  resulted  in  the 
school's  worst  loss  in  history.  It  was  Sept. 
17,  1949,  and  the  Southerners  were  defeated 
7 1-7  by  the  University  of  Kentucky,  whose 
head  coach  was  Paul  "Bear"  Bryant.  After  the 
game,  Vann  said,  "We  were  outclassed,  out- 
manned,  outplayed  and  decisively  beaten."  It 
was  a  humbling  experience,  but  it  was  only 
the  beginning  of  the  Vann  Era;  better  days 
were  definitely  on  the  horizon. 

Through  hard  work  and  insightful  recruit- 
ing, Vann  steadily  built  a  team  that  soon 
gained  national  attention.  The  1950  team 
won  the  Gulf  States  Conference  champion- 
ship, and  Vann  was  named  GSC  Coach  of  the 
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Year.  The  1952  team,  with  a  record  of  10-1, 
was  invited  to  play  in  the  school's  first  bowl 
game — the  Sun  Bowl  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 

On  Sept.  18,  1953,  the  Southerners  fired 
the  shot  that  reverberated  throughout  the 
Southeastern  Conference  when  they  defeated 
the  University  of  Alabama  Crimson  Tide, 
25-19.  Bart  Starr,  who  later  played  quar- 
terback for  the  Green  Bay  Packers,  was  at 


Coach  Thad  Vann,  center,  poses  with  assistant  coaches  H.  A.  Smith 
left,  and  Clyde  Stuart  in  this  1955  photo 


the  helm  of  the  Crimson  Tide,  but  he  was 
not  able  to  overcome  MSC  stars  Billy  Jarrell, 
Hugh  Launn  Pepper,  Bucky  McElroy  and 
Leonard  Williams.  In  her  book,  "Southern 
As  I  Saw  It,"  Alma  Hickman  said,  "To  those 
of  us  who  witnessed  or  heard  the  game,  there 
will  never  be  another  as  hard  fought  nor  as 
sweet  to  win."  Then,  to  prove  it  wasn't  just 
a  fluke,  the  Southerners  beat  Alabama  again 
in  1954  by  the  score  of  7-2.  Referring  to 
Coach  Vann,  Furman  Bisher  of  The  Atlanta 
Constitution  wrote,  "For  two  years  in  a  row  the 
man  has  managed  to  unzip  the  Southeastern 
Conference's  pride  and  remove  the  stuffing." 

Coach  Vann's  teams  continued  their  winning 
ways  until  in  1958,  the  Southerners  recorded 
their  first  (and  to  date,  only)  perfect  season.  The 
team  also  captured  the  Small  College  National 
Championship  that  year,  and  again  in  1962. 
The  only  losing  season  incurred  during  Vann's 
career  as  head  coach  was  in  1968,  his  final  year 
in  that  position.  His  final  game,  however,  was 
a  victory  over  the  University  of  Tampa  on  Nov 
23,  1968.  After  the  game,  players  carried  him 
across  the  field  on  their  shoulders. 

Vann's  record  as  head  coach  was  139  wins, 
55  losses  and  2  ties.  His  winning  percentage 
was  70.2,  but  he  was  proudest  of  the  fact  that 


most  Southern  Miss  athletes  went  on  to 
graduate  and  become  successful  in  their 
chosen  fields. 

After  stepping  down  as  head  coach, 
Vann  served  one  year  as  coordinator  oi 
athletics,  then  retired  for  good  on  Jan. 
1,  1970.  During  his  career,  his  honors 
and  achievements  were  too  numerous 
to  mention,  but  among  them  were: 

•  Named  Coach  of  the  Year  three 
out  of  the  five  years  Southern 
Miss  was  a  member  of  the  Gulf 
States  Conference; 

•  Presented  a  Chrysler  Newport 
automobile  in   1962  in  honor 
of  his  service  to  the  University. 
The    vehicle    was   purchased   with 
funds   raised   through    the   Alumni 
Association; 

•  The  1963,  1965  and  1966  teams 
led  the  nation  in  defense; 

•  New  athletic  dorm,  Vann  Hall,  was 
dedicated  in  1968; 

•  Elected  to  the  Mississippi  Sports 
Hall  of  Fame  in  1971; 

•  Inducted  into  the  M-Club  Hall  of 
Fame  in  1977; 

•  Inducted,  posthumously  into  the 
National  College  Football  Hall  of 
Fame  in  New  York  on  Dec.  8,  1987. 

Coach  Vann  was  married  to  the  former 
Ann  Robinson,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Thad  Inzer  Vann  anc 
Martha  Ann  Vann  Peeples.  He  was 
a  member  and  deacon  of  First 
Baptist  Church  and  was  active  in 
the  Hattiesburg  Kiwanis  Club. 
He  died  on  Sept.  7,  1982,  and 
is  interred  in  Roseland  Par 
Cemetery  in  Hattiesburg. 

Interestingly,  Coach  Vann 
had   several   little   supersti- 
tious rituals  that  he  adhered 
to  during  football  season.  If 
he  spotted  a  gray  mule  on  a 
Saturday  morning  during 
the  fall,  he  would  slap  one 
hand  against  the  other  for 
luck.  II  he  saw  a  cricket 
on  the  day  ol  a  game 
he  considered  it  a  good 
luck  sign  for  the  learn 
And  just  to  be  on  the 
safe  side,  he  always 
sat  m  i  he  same  seat 


President  WiHiamD.  McCain,  left,  presents  silveTgobletsto 

ie  retirees  included  Dr.  Lena  Y  de 
'  second  from  fight,  and  Vann,  right 


University  retirees  in  1970.  The  retirees  included  Dr'  Le^a  Y 

Grummond,  - 


on  the  bus  that  took  his  team  to  the  field. 
However,  luck  had  little  or  nothing  to  do 
with  his  team's  successes.  Rather,  it  was  his 
ability  to  bring  out  the  best  in  players  other 
coaches  might  not  have  recruited  that  made 
him  "one  of  the  best  in  the  business."  No 
matter  how  you  slice  it,  this  "Pie"  adds  up 
to  sweet  success. 

Editor's  Note:  The  Spnng  2007  issue  of  The  Talon 
contained  a  photo  on  Page  18  which  was  incorrectly 
identified  as  Frank  Earl  Marsh  Jr.  The  photo  appearing 
in  the  center  of  the  page  was  actually  of  G.M.  McLendon. 
superintendent  of  the  Demonstration  School. 

In  the  next  issue  of  The  Talon,  Ronald  Slay,  the 
institution's  first  football  coach  and  a  Mississippi 
Normal  College  faculty  member,  will  be  profiled. 
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reservation  of  the  historic  beauty  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi's  Hattiesburg  campus,  while 
■  simultaneously  preparing  it  for  the  future,  are  hall- 
marks of  a  long-range  strategy  for  development  that 
the  University  will  pursue. 

The  Master  Campus  Facility  Plan,  which  was 
designed  to  meet  the  University's  needs 
for  the  next  10-15  years,  has  been 
created  with  the  help  of  some 
of  the  country's  top  architec- 
tural and  facility  planners, 
^  along  with  input  from 
^  a   committee   com- 
prised of  multiple 
University    stake- 
holders. The  plan 
requires  the  approv- 
al    of    University 
President  Dr.  Martha 
D.  Saunders  as  well 
as  the  Mississippi 
Board  of  Trustees 


of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning. 

The  planning  process  for  the  Master  Campus  Facility  \ 
Plan  kicked  off  in  July  2006  and  focused  on  a  set  of  guiding 
tenets,  including: 

Protection  of  historic  open  spaces  and  buildings; 
Extension  and  enhancement  of  the  character  of  the  campus  through 
the  contextual  design  of  future  buildings  and  open  spaces; 
Creating  and  promoting  environments  for  learning,  research 
and  social  engagement;  Promotion  of  environmental  design 
and  energy  conservation  principles; 
Development  of  an  integrated  circulation  system; 
Integration  of  modern  technology,  and 
Implementation  of  strategic  growth  strategies. 
The  Master  Campus  Facility  Plan  establishes  a  framework  for 
orderly  growth  and  development  of  capital  improvements  responsive 
to  the  University's  current  and  projected  needs,  said  Sid  Gonsoulin, 
Southern  Miss  Associate  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs,  who  served 
as  chair  of  the  committee. 

"This  transformative  plan  will  reshape  the  University  for  the  next 
10-15  years,  and  continue  the  Southern  Miss  tradition  of  a  dynamic, 
student-centered  campus,"  said  Gonsoulin.  "The  scope  of  the  plan  has 
been  deliberately  directed  to  the  creation  of  a  campus  environment 


m 


that  will  support  the  academic  mission  of  the  University. 

"The  plan  also  establishes  a  framework  for  orderly  growth 
and  development  of  capital  improvements  that  are  responsive 
to  the  University's  current  and  projected  needs." 

A  standing  Design  Review  and  Implementation  Committee 
has  been  established  to  ensure  that  the  placement  of  new 
buildings,  renovation  of  existing  structures  and  development 
of  open  spaces  adhere  to  the  planning  principles. 

"I  was  very  impressed  with  the  master  plan,"  said  Southern 
Miss  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders.  "It  is  definitely  doable. 
We  can  make  progress  incrementally  and  make  minor  adjust- 
ments as  we  go." 

Stephen  Judd,  professor  of  theater  and  president  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Faculty  Senate,  who  attended  many  of  the 
public  meetings  about  the  plan,  said  he's  excited  about  the 
future  development  of  the  campus. 

"I  was  impressed  by  the  way  in  which  the  plan  organizes 
our  spaces  in  a  coherent  way  through  its  many  attentions  to 
detail  and  use,"  Judd  said.  "The  planners  paid  close  attention 
to  how  students,  faculty,  staff,  and  visitors  move  through 
the  space.  This  close  attention  results  in  an  architecture 
that  is  humane,  harmonious  and  functional,  making  the 
future  campus  a  welcome  environment  in  which  to  work 
and  to  live." 

The  planning  process  included  numerous  formal  meet- 
ings of  various  units  for  input,  as  well  as  many  public 
meetings  in  which  the  community  was  invited  to 
respond.  Phases  of  the  planning  were  tracked  on 
the  University's  Web  site. 

Judd  said  that  although  it  would  be  impos- 
i    sible  for  one  plan  to  suit  everyone,  he  believes 
the  one  the  University  has  chosen  provides  an 
excellent  vision  for  future  growth. 

"It  offers  direction,  and  yet  it  is  flexible.  In 

addition,  the  planners  were  sensitive  to  the 

aesthetics  of  our  future  campus  as  they  set  out 

to  find  ways  to  unify  the  heritage  of  USM's  early 

architecture  and  our  aspirations  for  the  progress 

of  our  university,"  he  said. 


The  Master  Facilities  Plan 

The  Master  Facility  Plan  for  the  Hattiesburg  campus  defines  edges  along 
4th  Street  and  Ross  Boulevard  and  divides  the  nearly  100-year-old  location 
into  five  districts — north,  west,  east,  the  freshman  quad  and  athletics. 

The  North  District  contains  housing  facilities,  the  Thad  Cochran  Center 

and  office  space. 

The  West  and  Central  districts  will  contain  new  classroom  facilities.  The 

plan  includes  an  expansion  of  the  music  building  and  a  new  business 

building.  The  theatre  building  will  also  be  expanded,  with  a  new  facility 

for  the  College  of  Health  constructed  behind  it. 

A  parking  garage  will  be  constructed  in  the  Freshman  Quad,  which  will 

also  continue  to  contain  housing  as  well. 

The  Recreation  /  Athletic  District  will  contain  athletic  venues  as  well  as 

a  new  Olympic  Building  and  tennis  courts. 
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Site  Secured  for  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast 


Gulf  Coast  Student  Service  Center 


With  forecasts  of  an  increasing  population  on  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast,  the  selection  of  an  additional  campus  site  in  the  area 

for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
allows  Southern  Miss  to  be  able  to 
meet  the  growing  demands  for 
higher  education  in  the  area. 
In  April,  the  State 
Board  of  Trustees  of 
Institutions  for  Higher 
^^^^  8?  Learning,  after  exam- 

^|^.  ining  the  logistics 

^^-  ^  1     of  several  property 

site  options  on  the 
coast,  chose  200 
acres  of  property 
located  on  I- 10  at 
the  Cross  Creek 
Development  just 
north  of  Long'Beach. 
The  Southern  Miss 
Gulf  Coast  campus 
at  the  selected  site  will  be  part 
of  a  larger  1,800  acre  development. 
Hancock  Bank  and  Gulf  South  Technology  Center,  LLC,  owners  of 
the  Cross  Creek  Development,  donated  the  property  for  the  campus. 

"It's  not  too  often  as  a  president  you  have  the  opportunity  to 
start  a  campus  from  scratch.  You  might  have  the  chance  to  expand 
a  campus  or  remodel  one,  but  this  is  not  even  a  once  in  a  lifetime 
opportunity,"  said  Southern  Miss  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders. 

The  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  population  is  expected  to  grow  substan- 
tially in  the  near  future,  according  to  state  demographers  studying 
population  trends  in  the  area.  In  June  2006,  the  IHL  board  began  the 
process  of  identifying  potential  sites  for  an  addition  Southern  Miss 
Gulf  Coast  campus  capable  of  meeting  the  area'  s  educational  needs. 
"The  opportunities  are  staggering.  When  you  consider  the  popu- 
lation on  the  Gulf  Coast,  the  shipyard,  Stenms — we're  going  to  be  a 
driving  force  for  those  opportunities,"  Saunders  said. 

The  timeline  for  development  of  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast 
campus  at  Cross  Creek  is  about  60  months,  said  former  Long  Beach 
mayor  Robert  Bass,  who  serves  as  the  IHL  board's  Project  Director 
for  Gulf  Coast  Operations. 


"It's  an  optimal  location  for  the  University,"  Bass  said.  "It's  very 
accessible,  and  we  can  be  a  part  of  a  larger  development  and  start 
from  the  ground  up,  putting  in  what  we  need  to  meet  the  higher 
education  needs  of  our  area  for  the  foreseeable  future." 

The  new  site  will  be  developed  as  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coasts 
central  campus,  he  said.  The  University's  Gulf  Park  Campus  in  Long 
Beach,  which  is  steadily  recovering  from  the  impact  of  Katrina,  will 
continue  to  be  used  for  stand-alone  programs,  such  as  the  enter- 
tainment industry  program. 

"The  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach  will  continue  to  play  a  vital 
role  in  Southern  Miss'  educational  mission  on  the  coast,"  Bass  said. 

Bass  sees  the  acquisition  of  the  Cross  Creek  property  at  Southern 
Miss  as  strengthening  the  university's  ability  to  be  a  major  player  in 
the  coast's  recovery  from  Hurricane  Katrina,  and  in  help- 
ing the  area  continue  as  a  center  point  for  economic 
activity  in  the  state. 

"This  is  one  of  the  biggest  opportunities 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  and  Southern 
Miss  have  ever  had  to  transform  the  edu- 
cational opportunities  and  quality  of  life 
for  our  area,"  said  Bass,  whose  daugh-    /  J 
ter  Stephanie  is  enrolled  this  fall  as  a 
freshman  at  the  University. 

Criteria  for  selection  of  an  additional 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  campus 
was  that  it  should  be  centrally  located 
and  easily  accessible  to  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast  residents  pursuing  a  higher  edu- 
cation degree,  as  well 
as  visible  in  order  to 


emphasize  the  importance  of  education. 

Other  factors  affecting  the  determination  of  the 
additional  campus  site  included  size,  cost,  growth  control- 
lability, suitability  and  availability  of  adjacent  land,  environmental 
and  geotechnical  factors,  and  disaster  recovery  capabilities 

"I  am  confident  the  Board  has  chosen  the  best  possible 
location  for  the  additional  Southern  Miss  campus,"  said 
Commissioner  of  Higher  Education  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Meredith. 
"This  is  a  long-term,  historic  decision  that  will  directly  impact 
generations  of  Mississippians." 
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The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 

Gulf  Coast  Locations 


Hattiesburg 


Cross  Creek  Site 

The  Cross  Creek  site,  which  was 
unanimously  selected  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  on  April  18,  2007,  will  be  the 
new  location  for  the  University's  new 
campus  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  The  site 
is  located  north  of  Long  Beach  and 
on  or  adjacent  to  I- 10. 

Gulf  Park  Campus 

The  Gulf  Park  Campus  is  a  nonresi- 
dential campus,  offering  four-year 
bachelors,  masters,  a  specialist's  and 
doctoral  degrees.  The  67-acre  campus 
is  located  on  Highway  90,  fronting  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Gulf  Coast 

Student  Service  Center 

Located  in  Gulfport  is  the  Southern 
Miss  teaching  location  called  the 
Gulf  Coast  Student  Service  Center, 
an  additional  site  for  the  Gulf  Park 
Campus  which  was  heavily  damaged 
by  Hurricane  Katrina. 


Cross  Creek 

Stennis 
Gulf  Park  Campus 


Gulf  Coast 


Gulf  Coast 

Student    '  Research 

Service  Center     Laboratory 


Cedar 


Gulf  Coast 
Research  Laboratory 

The  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory 
(GCRL)  in  Ocean  Springs  is  the 
research  anchor  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  coast  and  incorporates  the  JL  Scott 
Marine  Education  Center. 

Cedar  Point 

Cedar  Point  is  a  research  and  teaching 
site  adjacent  to  the  Gulf  Island  National 
Seashore  in  Ocean  Springs  and  part  of 
the  Southern  Miss  GCRL  program. 

Jackson  County  Teaching  Site 

The  Jackson  County  teaching  site  is 
located  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College,  Jackson  County 
campus  in  Gautier. 

Keesler  Air  Force 
Base  Teaching  Site 

The  Keesler  Air  Force  Base  teaching 
site  is  conveniently  located  in  Biloxi. 


Stennis  Space  Center 
Teaching  &  Research  Site 

Anchoring  the  western  edge  of  Southern 
Miss'  Gulf  Coast  locations  is  the  Stennis 
Space  Center  teaching  and  research  site 
in  Hancock  Count}'.  The  department  of 
marine  science  and  the  Center  of  Higher 
Learning  are  located  here  providing 
innovative,  world-renowned  research 
and  training. 
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Dr.  Martha  D.  Saunders  Charts  a  Path  for  Southern  Miss 


By  Jim  Coll  '99,  '06 
Photos  by  Steve  Rouse  '82 
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hen  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association's 
Presidential  Transition  Team  released  its  Preferred 
Presidential  Profile  for  The  University  of  Southern 
t#     Mississippi's  ninth  president,  it  noted  that  the  ideal 
institutional  executive  officer  would  be  a  sound  fiscal  manager, 
have  a  demonstrated  relationship  to  higher  education  and  be  a  con- 
sensus builder. 

It  did  not,  however,  mention  charm  as  a  required  personality 
trait.  Make  no  mistake  though  charm  is  not  a  quality  Dr.  Martha  D. 
Saunders  lacks. 

True,  the  selection  of  Saunders  as  the  University's  ninth  president 
has  been  virtually  unanimously  hailed  as  a  success  by  Southern  Miss 
constituencies  largely  based  on  her  outstanding  resume.  But  instead, 
it  has  been  her  welcoming  personality  that  has  been  on  display  in 
the  early  months  of  her  presidency.  Whether  announcing  to  alumni 
at  the  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter's  All-Star  Party  that  she 
stands  behind  Head  Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower  "Win  or  win,"  or 
inviting  students  to  her  home  for  dinner  as  she  was  known  to  do 
as  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin- Whitewater,  Saunders' 
charm  has  already  caused  The  Student  Printz  to  gush  in  an  editorial 
that  "We  have  a  major  crush  on  Saunders,"  and  faculty  and  staff  to 
give  her  a  standing  ovation  the  day  she  was  announced  as  president. 

"It  feels  like  the  campus  has  just  thrown  its  arms  around  me," 
said  Saunders,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  who 
earned  her  undergraduate  degree  from  Southern  Miss  in  1969.  "On 
my  first  day  a  retired  faculty  member  brought  me  flowers  from  her 
garden.  It  is  a  great  privilege  to  be  chosen  to  lead  a  university,  but 
being  close  to  home  is  twice  as  rewarding." 

Saunders,  who  is  also  a  Hattiesburg  High  School  graduate. 


returns  to  the  city  where  she  cut  her  academic  teeth.  At  Southern 
Miss,  she  has  found  a  university  much  different  and  larger  than  the 
one  she  left  to  attend  graduate  school  at  the  University  of  Georgia. 
She  also  finds  a  university  in  transition,  and  not  just  in  terms  of 
personnel  at  the  administrative  level.  The  Mississippi  State  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Higher  Learning  has  approved  a  second  campus  for 
the  University's  operations  on  the  Gulf  Coast  at  Cross  Creek  and 
major  rebuilding  efforts  are  underway  to  restore  the  Gulf  Park 
campus  and  additional  teaching  sites  following  Hurricane  Katnna. 
In  addition,  school  officials  have  presented  a  master  plan  for  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  for  Saunders'  approval,  a  plan  which  outlines 
potential  changes  to  the  campus  for  the  next  10-15  years. 

"A  lot  has  changed,  but  much  is  the  same,"  Saunders  said.  "Its 
still  hard  to  walk  across  campus  and  not  see  someone  you  know " 

"Athletics  were  important  then,  and  athletics  are  important  now," 
she  added.  "I  am  glad  to  see  the  Greek  system  strong;  1  think  that 
adds  a  lot  of  texture  to  the  student  experience.  Of  course  the  stu- 
dent hangouts  have  been  upgraded — the  Cochran  Center  is  amaz- 
ing. We  never  could  have  imagined  something  like  that." 

Saunders  says  she  is  pleased  with  the  Hattiesburg  campus'  mas- 
ter plan,  noting  it  is  "definitely  doable."  and  recognizes  the  role 
Southern  Miss  is,  and  can,  play  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  To  that  end  she 
has  planned  regular  dates  to  work  from  die  Gulf  Coast. 

"The  opportunities  are  staggering."  she  said.  "When  you  consider 
the  population  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  the  shipyard,  Stennis — we're 
going  to  be  a  driving  force  tor  those  opportunities. 

"It's  not  too  often  as  a  president  you  have  the  opportunity  to 
start  a  campus  from  scratch.  You  might  have  die  chance  to  expand 
a  campus  or  remodel  one,  but  this  is  not  even  a  once  in  a  lifetime 
opportunity,"  she  added. 

In  addition  to  the  physical  changes  to  the  University's  locations 
across  south  Mississippi,  many  of  the  faces  m  kev  roles  are  clung- 


ing — Dr.  Jay  Grimes,  University  provost,  has  resigned  his  position 
as  has  Dr.  Joan  Exline,  assistant  to  the  president  for  accredita- 
tion, planning,  and  articulation.  Saunders  must  also  select  a  new 
University  librarian,  new  deans  for  three  of  the  five  colleges  at  the 
University,  and  has  recently  tapped  Dr.  David  Davies,  formerly 
the  associate  dean  for  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Letters  to  replace  Honors  College  Dean  Ken 
Panton,  who  retired  from  the  University. 

"In  a  way  it's  daunting,"  Saunders  said, 
"but  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  brand  new 
energy  that  comes  with  new  people  and 
new  opportunities." 

Saunders  suggests  she  may  also 
restructure  the  organization  at  the 
administrative  level. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  direct  reports,  and 
I  think  I'll  trim  that  number  but  give  a 
smaller  number  of  people  more  responsi 
bility"  she  said,  adding  that  did  not  neces- 
sarily require  the  elimination  of  positions. 

Perhaps  most  significant  of  the  challenges 
facing  the  University  is  funding.  The  College  Board 
approved  a  tuition  increase  for  each  of  the  state's  public 
universities  this  year,  but  Saunders  suggests  that  for  many  students 
the  cost  of  an  education  might  soon  become  out  of  reach. 

"We're  a  public  institution,  but  the  actual  public  dollar  is  shrink- 
ing," Saunders  said.  "That  is  not  a  unique  situation  to  Southern 
Miss;  it  is  the  same  story  in  every  state  in  the  union.  We've  been 
successful  increasing  our  research  dollars,  and  we  expect  that  to 
continue.  Tuition  can  be  raised,  but  there  is  a  tipping  point  for  stu- 
dents. At  some  point  it  becomes  too  expensive  to  go  to  school.  One 
area  we  have  not  really  tapped  into  yet  is  private  contributions." 

Additional  funding  will  help  the  University  continue  to  serve  stu- 
dents, to  whom  her  advice  is  simple. 

"You  don't  have  to  wait  for  things  to  work  out  on  their  own;  you 


can  create  your  opportunities,"  she  said.  "There  are  so  many  things 
you  can  do.  One  opportunity  seized  can  make  all  the  difference." 

When  Saunders  walked  the  halls  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
as  a  student,  she  majored  in  French  and  was  a  member  of  Chi 
Omega.  Recently,  the  sorority  honored  Saunders  by  naming  a 

staircase  in  their  home  in  the  new  housing  complex, 
The  Village,  after  the  president. 

"When  I  pledged  I  didn't  know  exactly 
what  I  was  getting  myself  into,"  Saunders 
said  with  a  smile.  "I  ended  up  having  a 
wonderful  experience  and  am  so  apprecia- 
tive of  the  lessons  learned." 

In  the  early  months  of  her  presidency, 
Saunders  has  taken  many  of  those  lessons 
with  her  on  the  road,  meeting  with  alumni 
and  friends  of  the  University  across  the  state. 

"Alumni  are  key  in  a  number  of  ways," 
Saunders  said.  "We  have  a  permanent  rela- 
tionship with  our  university;  our  fortunes  are 
tied.  The  success  of  our  alumni  reflects  posi- 
tively on  the  University  just  as  the  success  of 
the  University  reflects  well  on  our  alumni." 
Alumni,  she  says,  have  a  significant  role  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  institution. 

"Alumni  are  helpful  to  our  alma  mater  because  of  the  connec- 
tions they  can  make  for  us,"  Saunders  said.  "There  are  people  I 
can't  get  in  to  see,  but  our  alumni  can.  They  employ  our  graduates, 
mentor  our  students  and  recruit  our  future  students. 

"Besides  being  already  generous,  they  have  an  important  role  in 
assisting  us  plan  long-term  strategies,"  she  added. 

Saunders  optimistically  approaches  the  significant  decisions 
shaping  the  course  of  the  institution  as  it  nears  the  centennial 
of  its  founding  in  2010. 

"We  have  much  to  celebrate  and  few  problems  we  can't  solve 
if  we  put  our  minds  together,"  she  wrote  in  her  first  President's 


Message  at  usm.edu.  "I  was  glad 
to  learn  we  are  supporting  higher 
caliber  students.  Innovative  pro- 
gramming is  opening  new  doors 
for  research  funding,  now  at  an  all- 
time  high.  Our  students  and  faculty 
continue  to  win  national  acclaim 
for  their  performance  in  the  classroom,  in  the 
community  and  in  athletic  competition." 

Saunders  often  refers  to  the  collective  intel- 
ligence on  campus  as  an  important  asset  for 
Southern  Miss. 

"To  be  sure,  our  ambitions  exceed  our  resourc- 
es," she  wrote,  and  in  a  manner  which  has  quick- 
ly endeared  her  to  many,  informally  continued, 
"That's  a  good  thing,  I  think." 

A  communicator  by  education  and  trade — 
she  spent  time  early  in  her  professional  career 
at  an  advertising  agency  and  as  a  public  rela- 
tions consultant — Saunders  embraces  a  variety 
of  media,  recognizing  that  the  University  must 
reach  a  number  of  different  constituencies.  She 
maintains  a  blog  at  usm.edu,  for  instance. 

"A  university  family  is  a  complex  organization 
with  all  kinds  of  people,"  Saunders  said.  "It's 
unlikely  that  one  medium  will  reach  everyone. 
The  more  mechanisms  we  have  at  our  disposal, 
the  more  opportunities  we  offer  for  feedback, 
the  better  off  we'll  be.  No  one  needs  to  read  in 
the  newspaper  about  their  job  before  they've 
heard  from  a  University  source." 

With  her  communications  background, 
vision  for  the  future  and  Southern  charm, 
Saunders  stands  poised  to  lead  Southern  Miss 
into  its  second  century. 


__,  _ 


/ 
VM  f  >  hit 


Dr.  Martha  Dunagin  Saunders  comes  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin- Whitewater, 
where  she  served  as  its  first-ever  female  chancellor.  During  her  ten- 
ure, she  brought  the  campus  together  with  a  widely  inclusive  strategic 
planning  process;  hosted  a  successful  Higher  Learning  Commission 
re-accreditation  review;  and  finalized  plans  for  major  building  proj- 
ects totaling  $110  million,  including  a  new  University  Center  and  a 
new  building  for  the  College  of  Business  and  Economics. 

Prior  to  her  appointment  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin- 
Whitewater,  she  was  vice  president  for  academic  affairs  at  Columbus 
State  University  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  where  she  led  an  effort  to  create 
the  Centers  of  Excellence  to  further  the  academic  outreach  of  more 
than  30  private-public  partnerships.  She  was  on  the  leadership  team 
for  a  successful  $100  million  capital  campaign;  led  the  campus  stra- 
tegic planning  process;  and  developed  several  initiatives  to  increase 
student  enrollment,  recruit  and  retain  outstanding  faculty  and  staff, 
improve  the  first  year  experience,  and  strengthen  preparation  of 
teachers  in  mathematics  and  science. 

She  previously  held  the  position  of  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  at  the  University  of  West  Florida  (UWF),  where  she  had 
already  earned  the  rank  of  tenured  professor  of  communication.  At 
UWF,  she  also  worked  as  director  of  the  University  Honors  Program. 

A  native  of  Mississippi,  Dr.  Saunders  earned  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
French  from  Southern  Miss;  her  Master  of  Arts  in  journalism  from  the 
University  of  Georgia  in  Athens;  and  her  doctorate  in  communication 
theory  and  research  from  Florida  State  University  in  Tallahassee. 

Dr.  Saunders  is  married  to  Joseph  Bailey,  who  recently  retired  from 
the  telecommunications  industry.  They  have  seven  grown  children 
and  three  grandchildren. 
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Cat  Cora  hacTa  plan— two  cups  of  ambi- 
tion, a  tablespoon  of  perseverance  and  a 
dash  of  luck— and  sure  enough  she'd  have 
her  own  restaurant.  What  Cora  could  not 
have  realized  then  was  that  she  would 
have  accomplished  all  of  her  professional 
goals  and  more — all  in  what  must  have 
seemed  like  quicker  than  the  one  hour 
she's  given  to  create  the  perfect  dishes  on 
the  Food  Network's  Iron  Chef  America. 

Without  question  the  Southern  Miss 
alumna,  and  the  first  and  only  female  Iron 
Chef,  has  found  a  recipe  for  success. 

"Of  course  we  all  have  dreams,  but  my 
dream  was  to  become  a  great  cook  and  own 
a  restaurant,"  said  Cora,  who  in  2006  was 
named  and  Bon  Appetit  magazine's  Teacher 
of  the  Year.  "When  I  was  in  culinary  school 
I  never  imagined  everything  else.  I've  defi- 
nitely worked  hard,  but  much  of  this  (my 
career)  has  been  a  sweet  surprise." 

As  a  Jackson  native  with  a  Greek 
heritage  (she  still 
has  family  in  the 
Magnolia  state), 
Cora  grew  up 
immersed  in  two 
different  and  fla- 
vorful cultures 
and  never  afraid 
to  experiment 
with  cooking. 
While  she  came 
to  Southern  Miss 
with  her  pro- 
fessional   goals 

intact,  she  chose  to  major  in  exercise 
physiology,  graduating  in  1990. 

"I  always  wanted  to  own  a  restaurant, 
but  I  wanted  to  make  sure  I  had  a  college 
education,"  Cora  said.  "At  that  time  there 
was  no  food  network.  There  were  no 
celebrity  chefs." 

Upon  the  advice  of  her  famous  mentor, 
Julia  Child,  Cora  left  Mississippi  for  New 
York  where  she  received  the  education  of 
her  dreams  at  the  Culinary  Institute  of 
America.  After  working  under  a  pair  of 
New  York's  finest  chefs,  Cora  continued 
her  education  in  France,  then  honed  her 
skills  in  northern  California,  where  she 
currently  resides,  serving  as  chef  de  cui- 
sine at  Napa  Valley's  Bistro  Don  Giovanni. 
She  made  her  television  debut  in  1999 


as  co-host  of  Food  Network's  Melting  Pot 
with  Rocco  Di  Spirito,  then  went  on  to 
host  My  Country  My  Kitchen:  Greece,  Date 
Plate  and  was  one  of  the  featured  hosts  on 
Fine  Living's  Simplify  Your  Life. 

Prior  to  Iron  Chef  America,  Cora  was 
co-host  of  the  Food  Network  show,  Kitchen 
Accomplished,  where  she  worked  with  a 
design  expert  and  contractor  to  surprise 
a  homeowner  with  a  three-day  kitchen 
makeover.  In  2006,  she  appeared  along- 
side Wolfgang  Puck  in  NBC's  primetime 
miniseries,  Celebrity  Cooking  Showdown, 
where  celebrities  were  paired  with  famous 
chefs  and  competed  in  a  timed  cook-off 
similar  to  the  contests  on  Iron  Chef. 

Today,  in  addition  to  her  work  on  Iron 
Chef  America,  Cora  has  produced  a  pair 
of  books  and  is  president  and  founder  of 
Chefs  for  Humanity,  a  culinary  version  of 
Doctors  Without  Borders.  She  also  serves 
as  the  executive  chef  for  Bon  Appetit.  It  is  a 
fact — her  career  has  come  to  a  full  boil. 

"It  really  began  to  change  in  1999  (when 

she  began  on  the  Food  Network)  and  has 

been  growing  steady  since,"   Cora  said. 

"I  travel  75  percent  of  the  year,  but  I 

love  what  I  do. 


At      the      same 
time      though, 
I  still  feel  like  a 
little  Mississippi 
girl.  I  have  a  great 
group   of  people 
around  me  who 
keep  me  stable 
and  grounded." 
In    the    after- 
math of  the  2005 
tsunami   tragedy, 
Cora     identified 
an  urgent  need  for  food  and  nutritional 
guidance   among  people   in  crisis.   The 
result  was  Chefs  for  Humanity. 

"For  me  it  was  a  no-brainer,"  Cora 
said.  "We  didn't  have  anything  like 
Doctors  Without  Borders  at  the  time, 
and  it  was  my  vision  to  create  a  similar 
relief  organization  for  chefs." 

One  of  the  organization's  most  important 
efforts  to  date  was  its  work  on  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  following  Hurricane  Katrina. 

"We  fed  nearly  five  thousand  meals  a 
day  including  first  responders,  those  liv- 


bers,"  Cora  said.  "We  not  only  assembled 
the   meals,    but   worked    on   sanitation 


eating  conditions. 
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Today,  a  group  of  more  than  25  chefs 
dubbed  the  Chef's  Council  continue  to  be 
committed  to  help  raise  funds  and  provide 
resources  for  important  emergency,  edu- 
cational and  hunger-related  causes.  The 
group  includes  a  group  of  world-famous 
culinary  professionals  such  as  Bobby  Flay, 
Rick  Bayless,  Ming  Tsai,  Gail  Gand  and 
Hattiesburg's  Robert  St.  John. 

Another  of  her  recent  projects  is  her 
second  book,  "Cooking  from  the  Hip: 
Fast,  Easy,  Phenomenal  Meals."  The  book's 
genesis  was  first  a  catch  phrase,  then  a 
newspaper  column  and  finally  a  four-part 
attempt  (fast,  easy,  fun  and  phenomenal) 
to  elevate  at-home  cooking  to  a  new  level. 
"Cooking  from  the  Hip,"  applies  Cora's 
"go-with-what-you've  got"  philosophy  to 
create  simple,  yet  sensational  meals. 

"The  book  shows  how  you  can  eat  well 
every  night,"  Cora  said.  "It's  really  reflec- 


tive of  my  personal 
and     professional 
life.  It's  pretty  easy 
going.  It  includes 
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allow  you   to  work 
with  ordinary  ingredi- 
ents but  still  make  a  spec- 
tacular meal.  Each  chapter  eases 
the  reader  into  gourmet  cooking, 
often  using  basic  pantry  items." 

Also  on  the  menu  for  Cora  this 
fall  is  an  appearance  at  Southern 
Miss    as    part    of   the    University 
Honors  Forum  Series. 

"I  hope  it  is  motivational  and  inspi 
rational  for  the  students,"  Cora  said 
about  the  message  she  plans  to  deliver 
to  students.  "It  is  important  to  set  goals 
for  the  future  and  to  love  what  you  do." 
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Your  free  southernmissalumni.com   account  is 
^available  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com 

Tired  of  sending  out  blast  e-mails  informing  friends 
and  family  each  time  your  e-mail  address  changes? 
Take  advantage  of  SouthernMissAlumni. corn's 
forwarding  feature. 
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Want  access  to  Facebook.com  but  no  longer  have 
your  usm.edu  e-mail  address?  You   can   register 
on  Facebook.com  with  your  new  alumni  e-mail    * 
address. 
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You    can    check   your   e-mail    from    anywhere    in    the    world    at 
SouthernMissAlumni.com — and  it's  free! 


Here's  how  to  register 


^     Go  to  SouthernMissAlumni.com 

l^  •    If  you  are  not  a  registered  user,  click  the  Register  Now  button 
and  tell  us  about  yourself 

•  If  you  are  a  registered  user  log  on 

•  Once  logged-on  as  a  register  user  click  the  Register  for  E-Mail 
link  in  the  My  E-Mail  section 

•  Accept  the  terms  of  service 

•  Enter  your  desired  e-mail  name 

•  Sign  Up! 
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Alumna  Takes  Leave  of  Absence  from  Law    If 
Firm  to  Direct  Church's  Disaster  Relief  Ministry 


Lisa  Easterling's  New  Orleans  home  was 
untouched  by  the  catastrophic  flood  waters 
that  poured  into  the  city  after  Hurricane 
Katrina's  storm  surge  breached  several  levees. 

She  was  one  of  the  lucky  ones,  as  80 
percent  of  the  city  was  flooded  in  what 
was  considered  the  worst  natural  disaster 
in  modern  American  history.  Of  the  more 
than  1,700  who  perished  in  the  storm 
across  the  Gulf  South  and  beyond,  more 
than  700  in  Orleans  Parish  lost  their  lives. 
Thousands  more  were  left  homeless,  their 
possessions  washed  away  or  destroyed. 

Not  content  to  count  her  blessings, 
Easterling,  a  Southern  Miss  alumna  and 
practicing  attorney,  wanted  to  help  those  in 
the  city  suffering  in  the  wake  of  Katrina's 
wrath.  She  volunteered  with  Mobile  Loaves 
and  Fishes,  a  disaster  relief  ministry 

operated  by  her  church, 
Trinity  Episcopal. 

Mobile  Loaves  and 
Fishes  provides  meals 
both  for  residents  in 
areas  affected  by  the 
disaster  and  for  relief 
workers  who  con- 
tinue coming  to  New 
\     Orleans  to  assist  with 
rebuilding  and 
humanitarian 


efforts.  The  initiative  is  based  in  Austin, 
Texas,  where  it  provides  food  and  other 
necessities  for  the  homeless. 

Because  of  her  busy  work  schedule, 
Easterling  could  only  volunteer  on  week- 
ends. But  she  felt  moved  to  do  more. 

"There's  still  such  a  great  need  here  in 
New  Orleans,  even  two  years  after  what  hap- 
pened," said  Easterlng,  a  Laurel  native  who 
graduated  with  a  degree  in  journalism  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1988.  "I  was  so  fortunate 
that  my  home  wasn't  flooded.  For  me,  volun- 
teering on  the  weekend  just  wasn't  enough." 

The  opportunity  to  do  just  that  pre- 
sented itself  in  May  when  Easterling  was 
granted  an  unpaid  leave  of  absence  from 
her  law  firm,  Baton  Rouge-based  Kean 
Miller,  to  serve  as  interim  director  of  the 
ministry  through  the  summer.  She  will 
return  to  the  firm  in  September. 

All  in  a  day's  work 

Easterling  arrives  at  Trinity  Episcopal 
Monday  through  Saturday  at  8  a.m.,  goes 
to  her  office  to  assess  the  day's  schedule, 
and  then  meets  with  volunteers  outside  the 
church's  kitchen  who  come  to  assist  with 
preparation  of  the  lunches  and  delivery. 

On  average,  she  supervises  about  200 
volunteers  each  month,  who  range  in  age 
from  12  to  80-plus,  many  of  them  mem- 
bers of  the  church  or  who  attend  Trinity 
Episcopal  School,  although  others  not 
affiliated  with  the  church  come  to  help. 

Easterling  not  only  provides  organization 
and  direction  for  the  ministry.  She  happily 
joins  in  the  preparation  of  the  sandwiches 
for  the  day's  delivery,  as  well  helping  her 
volunteers  load  the  delivery  van  with  the 
sandwiches,  bags  of  chips  and  cookies, 
fruit,  bottled  water  and  other  beverages. 

The  Mobile  Loaves  and  Fishes  team  then 
travels  to  various  areas  of  the  city  between 
10  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  wherever  volunteers  are 


working  to  rebuild  homes,  cleaning  debris  or 
involved  in  some  other  type  of  relief  effort, 
and  hand  out  the  food  and  cold  drinks. 
Conversations  between  the  groups  usually 
include  a  heartfelt  exchange  of  thanks. 

Easterling  estimates  that  2,000  people 
are  fed  monthly  through  the  program. 

Life  Lessons  From  Southern  Miss 

Easterling  worked  as  a  reporter  and 
copy  editor  for  the  school  newspaper,  The 
Student  Printz,  while  majoring  in  journal- 
ism. She  continues  to  be  involved  with 
her  alma  mater,  serving  on  the  School  of 
Mass  Communication  and  Journalism's 
advisory  council. 

After  graduation,  she  worked  as  a 
reporter  for  the  Huntington,  W.Va.  Herald- 
Dispatch,  before  deciding  to  attend  law 
school.  After  graduating  from  law  school, 
she  worked  two  years  as  a  law  clerk  for 
a  federal  judge  in  New  Orleans  before 
joining  a  law  firm  in  Minneapolis,  where 
worked  for  two  and  a  half  years  before 
returning  to  New  Orleans  in  1997. 

Easterling  said  she  continues  to  be 
inspired  by  the  words  and  deeds  of  her 
Southern  Miss  professors,  including  Dr. 
Art  Kaul  and  Dr.  Gene  Wiggins,  even 
though  she  no  longer  works  as  a  journalist. 

"Dr.  Kaul  used  to  always  talk  about  how 
reporters  needed  to  have  a  fire,  a  passion 
for  their  work,  which  I  definitely  have  for 
this  ministry,"  she  said.  "And  Dr.  Wiggins' 
work  as  a  volunteer  fireman  showed  me 
the  value  of  public  service." 

Kaul  described  Easterling  as  "one  of  the 
brightest  students  I  have  ever  encountered, 
very  focused  and  centered." 

"For  Lisa  to  take  an  unpaid  leave  of 
absence  from  her  job  to  focus  on  volunteer 
community  development,  that  doesn't  sur- 
prise me  at  all,"  he  said.  "It  fits  her  sense 
of  proportion,  her  sense  of  commitment  to 
a  larger  world  view  than  just  self-interest." 
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Partners  for  the  Arts  Announces  Advisory  Board  for  2007-08 


Partners  for  the  Arts  at  Southern  Miss  announces  the  addition  of  10 
new  board  members  as  it  begins  its  2007-08  membership  campaign.  These 
community  leaders  and  arts  patrons  will  assist  the  boards  newly  elected 
chair,  Becky  Montague  of  Hattiesburg,  and  sitting  board  members  in  build- 
ing a  bridge  for  the  arts  between  the  University  and  south  Mississippi. 

Joining  the  board  as  first-time  members  are  Dr.  Barbara  Carter,  Elise  Cole, 
Ward  Conville,  Judith  "Skippy"  Haik,  Charles  Lawrence,  Sam  McHard,  Dr. 
Petra  Schneider-Redden  and  Dora  Willis,  all  of  Hattiesburg. 

Returning  members,  after  a  rotation  off  the  board,  include  Meg 
Puckett  and  Holt  McMullan,  both  of  Hattiesburg.  Other  new  board 
officers  include  Sandy  Whitacre,  first  vice  chair;  Allen  Hale,  second 
vice  chair;  and  Chip  McArthur,  treasurer. 

The  board  itself  is  a  cross  section  of  the  community,  combining 
many  personal  and  professional  facets  that  bring  a  wealth  of  expertise 
to  the  organization. 

"These  new  faces,  along  with  the  returning  veterans  of  the  organi- 
zation, will  add  yet  another  perspective  in  our  continuing  efforts  to 
give  the  arts  at  Southern  Miss  much  needed  support,  which  in  turn 
greatly  benefits  all  of  us  culturally,"  Montague  said. 

The  organization  was  founded  in  1997  as  an  alliance  between  the 
community  and  the  Department  of  Art  and  Design,  Department  of 
Theatre  and  Dance  and  the  School  of  Music. 

"Partners  for  the  Arts  has  truly  been  a  progressive  partner  with  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters,"  said  Dr.  Steven  Moser,  associate  dean  of 
the  college  and  executive  director  of  Partners.  "This  group  has  built 
a  much  needed  support  base  for  the  arts  at  Southern  Miss,  greatly 
benefiting  not  only  its  students  and  faculty,  but  the  entire  community 
through  its  outreach  efforts  in  recent  years." 

Partners  for  the  Arts  reaches  the  community  through  performances, 
master  classes,  workshops,  exhibits  and  artist  lectures.  "Our  mission  is  to 


support  the  many  wonderful  arts  pro- 
grams that  are  in  place  at  Southern  Miss 
by  providing  additional  opportunities 
for  artistic  growth  for  its  students  and 
faculty  artists,"  Montague  explained. 

Montague  is  a  summa  cum  laude 
graduate  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  where  she  majored  in 
English  and  focused  her  studies  in 
the  Center  for  Writers.  She  is  also  a 
graduate  of  the  National  Center  for 
Paralegal  Training  and  earned  a  mas- 
ter's degree  from  the  Writing  Seminars 
at  Johns  Hopkins  University. 

She  spent  her  early  career  as  a  para- 
legal before  joining  the  English  faculty  at  Jones  County  Junior  College. 
Since  leaving  the  workplace  in  2006,  she  has  focused  her  energies  on 
supporting  the  arts  in  her  community.  In  addition  to  chairing  Partners 
for  the  Arts,  she  serves  on  the  boards  of  the  Hattiesburg  Civic  Chorus 
&  Concert  Association  and  the  Hattiesburg  Arts  Council. 

She  is  the  co-founder  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  Americas  Scoutreach-Out 
program,  a  speakers'  bureau  dedicated  to  encouraging  at-risk  children 
to  stay  in  school.  She  serves  on  the  advisory  board  of  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Letters  and  recently  completed  a  term  on  the  Alumni 
Association  board.  She  and  her  husband  Doug  are  members  of  the 
Honor  Club,  Founders  Society  and  Eagle  Club  and  are  the  parents  of 
three  Southern  Miss  graduates. 

For  more  information  about  becoming  a  member  of  Partners  for 
the  Arts,  call  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  at  601.266.4618  or  visit 
online  at  www.usm.edu/arts/PFTA. 


Soi 


Southern  Miss  students  Whitney  Miller,  Jessie  Lang,  and  Blayne  Ward  paint  fiber 
glass  swans.  The  Department  of  Art  and  Design  students  created  the  swans  as 
part  of  the  University's  participation  in  the  Area  Development  Partnership': 
Festival  of  Swans.  The  Festival  of  Swans  is  a  community  based  art  project 
to  promote  tourism  in  Hattiesburg  and  increase  interest  in  the  arts. 


SIMMER  2007  37 


2006    C^rUSA     EAST    DIVISION    CHAMPIONS 


tomtom  it 

9J 


"vs.- 


V 


n- 


£«•/*» 


\\ 


:\ 


s 


<i 


SOUTHERN tfiSl 


o 


*LZ/ 


S  *% 


SOUTHIKN  MISS 


Oct.  3  W 


MEMPHIS 
(Black  Out) 
3:3Q  p.m. 


Oct.  13 

SMU 


6:30  p.m. 


Oct.  58  S 


ARKANSA 
STATE 


FOOTBALL  SEASON  TICKET  PACKAGES 


FAMILY  FUN  PLAN 
SEASON  TICKETS  $210  (additional  child  $80) 
SINGLE  GAME  $48/$42  (additional  child  $16) 

West  Rock  seating  for  one  adult  and  one  child  (under  14) 

PREMIUM  SIDELINE 
SEASON  TICKETS  $1 80  /  SINGLE  GAME  $32/$29 

Priority  seating  in  West  and  East  Rock  areas,  based  on  Eagle  Club 
priority  seating  plan. 


FOR  TICKETS  CALL 


-800-844-TICK  OR  VISIT 


SouthernMiss. 


COM 


EAGLE  VALUE  PACK 
SEASON  TICKETS  $145  /  SINGLE  GAME  $32/$29 

East  and  West  Rock  upper-deck  reserved  seating. 

TOP  OF  THE  ROCK 
SEASON  TICKETS  $80  /  SINGLE  GAME  $21/$1 6 

Best  deal  in  town!  Economical  reserved  seating  for  half  the  price. 
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Baseball's  Sutton  and  Basketball's 

Chaney  Named  Scholar  Athletes  of  the  Year  

Southern  Miss'  Trey  Sutton  and  Kristin  Chaney  were  named  Conference  USA  Co-Scholar  Athletes  of  the  Year  for  baseball 
and  women's  basketball,  respectively  as  announced  by  Conference  USA  Commissioner  Britton  Banowsky 

C-USA  Scholar  Athlete  of  the  Year  awards  are  presented  to  the  top  student-athletes  in  each  conference-sponsored 
sport.  The  award  is  based  on  academic  achievement,  athletic  achievement  and  service. 

Sutton,  who  has  a  3.75  grade  point  average  and  majors  in  business  administration,  shares  the  award  for  baseball  with 
Houston's  Josh  Stirneman.  The  first  baseman,  who  was  selected  to  the  ESPN  the  Magazine  Academic  All-American  First 
Team,  has  been  on  the  Presidents  List  once  and  the  Dean's  List  four  times.  He  also  was  named  to  the  All-Conference 
USA  first  team,  earning  his  third  all-conference  selection. 

Chaney,  who  shares  the  women's  basketball  award  with  Tulane's  Jami  Montagnino,  was  a  Conference  USA  Academic 
medalist  and  a  three-time  Dean's  List  honoree.  She  has  a  3.75  GPA  in  sport  administration  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Distinguished  Leadership  in  Coaching  and  Sport  Administration  Association.  She  also  was  selected  to  the  ESPN  the 
Magazine  Academic  All-District  first  team. 


Oklahoma  Assistant 
Named  Softball  Coach 

^gBM^  Oklahoma     assistant 

^  coach   Howard   Dobson 

has  been  tabbed  as  the 

new  head  Softball  coach 

at  Southern  Miss. 

Dobson,  who  recently 
completed  his  fifth  sea- 
son at  Oklahoma,  replac- 
es Gay  McNutt,  who 
resigned  after  serving  as  the  Golden  Eagle  head 
coach  for  seven  years.  Dobson  comes  to  Southern 
Miss  after  helping  the  Sooners  complete  one  of  the 
most  successful  seasons  in  school  history,  finishing 
with  an  overall  record  of  55-8  and  winning  the 
Big  12  tournament  championship  for  the  third 
time  in  school  history. 

In  his  five  years  at  OU,  Dobson  has  been  instru- 
mental in  continuing  Oklahoma's  national  reputa- 
tion as  an  offensive  force.  Since  his  arrival  in  2003, 
the  Sooners  have  made  two  College  World  Series 
appearances  (2003,  2004),  four  Super  Regional 
Tournaments  (2003,  2004,  2005,  2007)  and  five- 
straight  regionals  (2003,  2004,  2005,  2006,  2007). 
Prior  to  Oklahoma,  the  Orange,  Texas,  native  helped 
establish  Houston's  Softball  program  in  2000.  He  also 
served  as  an  assistant  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  for 
two  seasons  before  joining  the  Houston  staff. 

A  former  all-conference  performer  at  Panola 
College  in  Carthage,  Texas,  Dobson  went  on  to 
finish  his  collegiate  baseball  career  at  McNeese 
State,  where  he  graduated  with  a  degree  in 
health  and  human  performance  and  English 
in  1997.  Dobson  and  his  wife  Katharine  have  a 
two-year  old  son,  Tripp. 
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Track  &  Field 

Adds  an  All-American 

Southern  Miss  junior  quarter-miler  Cornelius 
Duncan  was  named  to  the  2007  NCAA  Division 
I  Men's  Outdoor  Track  and  Field  All-America 
Team  in  the  400  meters. 

Duncan  finished  10th  overall  in  the  semifi- 
nals of  the  400  meters  with  a  time  of  46.20. 
Duncan  becomes  the  sixth  outdoor  All- 
American,  joining  former  Golden  Eagles  Jason 
Wilson,  Wenston  Riley,  Cedric  Norman  (two 
times)  and  Raquel  Washington.  Tanika  Liburd 
earned  indoor  All-American  status  after  finishing 
eighth  in  the  long  jump  at  the  2007  Indoor  Track 
and  Field  Championships  in  March. 


4  Great  Locations  in  Hattiesburg! 


OUTBACK 

SELF  STORACE 


Features  Include:  Climate 

Controlled  Units  Available,  Boxes,  Locks. 

and  Packing  Supplies,  Concrete  and  Steel 

Construction.  Professional  Managers. 

Deliveries  Accepted  For  You 

Present  this  ad  at  the 
time  of  rental  and  re- 
ceive a  5%  discount  off 
of  your  monthly  rent! 


6371  Hwy.  98  West     6497  Hwy.  98  West      2033  Oak  Grove  Rd.       2517  Lincoln  Road 
(601-450-0549)  (601-268-6090)  601-261-9198  (601-268-9597) 
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♦  2007  Golden  Eagle  Football  Preview  ♦ 


rior  to  the  2006  season,  there  were  a  number  of  questions 
that  the  Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagles  needed  to  answer. 

On  offense,  there  were  some  personnel  concerns  after  losing 
some  key  players  in  the  skill  positions,  primarily  the  loss  of  three- 
year  starting  quarterback,  Dustin  Almond.  The  losses  were  even 
greater  on  the  defensive  side  of  the  ball,  as  the  team  needed  to  fill 
key  spots  vacated  by  the  departed  seniors,  including  Conference 
USA  Defensive  Player  of  the  Year,  Kevis  Coley  his  twin  brother, 
Trevis,  and  standout  defensive  back,  John  Eubanks. 

With  that  in  mind,  it  was  most  likely  wishful  thinking  to 
imagine  that  the  Golden  Eagles  would  finish  as  the  East  Division 
champions  in  Conference  USA.  But  Southern  Miss  won  its 
final  four  regular  season  games  and  after  losing  the  C-USA 
Championship  Game  to  Houston,  responded  with  a  decisive  28-7 
victory  over  Ohio  in  the  GMAC  Bowl. 

When  it  was  all  said  and  done,  the  team  finished  with  a  9-5 
record,  extending  its  consecutive  winning  seasons  streak  to  13 
in  the  process. 

"We  finished  with  some  momentum  and  made  a  good  run  there 
at  the  end  of  the  season,"  Southern  Miss  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower  said. 
"That's  always  good  to  finish  up  the  season  with  a  win  in  the  bowl 
game.  You  feel  a  lot  better  about  yourself  going  into  the  offseason 
program  and  the  attitude  is  a  little  more  positive.  Overall,  it  was  a 
good  year,  and  that  may  help  us  this  year." 

While  last  season's  success  was  slightly  unexpected,  the  bar 
has  been  set  and  expectations  are  high  for  the  upcoming  cam- 
paign as  Southern  Miss  aims  for  a  fifth  Conference 
USA   championship.   The   Golden   Eagles 
are   the   consensus   preseason   pick 
to  win  the  conference  and 
are  ranked  as  high  as  No. 
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24  by  The  Sporting  News.  Southern  Miss  features  17  returnin^ 
starters,  including  six  on  offense  and  nine  on  defense.  In  addi- 
tion, offensive  standouts  Damion  Fletcher,  who  rushed  for  1 ,388 
yards  a  year  ago  as  a  freshman,  and  tight  end  Shawn  Nelson, 
who  led  Golden  Eagle  pass  catchers  in  2006,  have  been  named 
to  the  Maxwell  Award  Preseason  Watch  List.  Defensive  standouts 
Gerald  McRath,  a  linebacker,  and  Brandon  Sumrall,  a  safety,  have 
been  named  to  a  similar  list  for  the  Chuck  Bednarik  Award,  given 
to  the  nation's  top  defensive  player  each  year. 

The  team  also  returns  more  than  three-quarters  of  its  offensive 
production  from  a  year  ago  and  seven  of  the  top  10  leading  tacklers 
on  defense — making  success  in  2007  a  more  than  viable  result. 

"We  had  a  pretty  good  year  defensively  last  season  and  this 
season  we  have  the  core  of  our  defense  back  so  I  believe  that  is 
one  our  strengths,"  Bower  said.  "Offensively,  we  have  a  lot  of  key 
personnel  back,  but  we  do  have  concerns  with  the  young  receiv- 
ers, holes  on  the  offensive  line  and  building  depth  is  another  task, 
because  we  are  thin  at  a  lot  of  positions. 

"However,  we  had  a  really  good  attitude  and  work  ethic,  and 
had  15  days  of  fun  during  the  spring.  The  guys  really  worked 
hard,  and  I  liked  their  attitude,  effort  and  work  ethic." 

Once  again,  Southern  Miss  will  face  a  tough  schedule,  highlighted 
by  early  season  trips  to  Tennessee  and  Boise  State.  The  Golden  Eagles 
also  will  face  NCAA  I-AA  playoff  team  UT-Martin  and  Arkansas  State, 
a  team  that  Southern  Miss  faced  in  the  2005  New  Orleans  Bowl. 

In  Conference  USA  competition,  Southern  Miss  faces 
Memphis,  Rice,  SMU  and  UCF  at  home  and  will 
travel  to  East  Carolina,  Marshall,  UAB  and 
\r&w  UTEP.  Homecoming  is  scheduled 
%j&j>v  for  Oct.  13,  when  the  Golden 
S§j*  Eagles  host  SMU. 
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Two-Time  Senior  U.S.  Open  Champion  Returns  for 
James  Ray  Carpenter  Golf  Endowment  Tournament 


Dr.  Mike  Molleston  and  two-time 
U.S.  Senior  Open  champion  Allen  Doyle 
will  once  again  sponsor  the  James  Ray 
Carpenter  Golf  Endowment  Tournament. 
The  11th  annual  event,  a  four-person 
scramble,  will  be  held  at  the  Shadow  Ridge 
Golf  Club  on  Nov.  9. 

Through  this  event  and  the  support  of 
the  10  other  donors  who  have  created  golf 
endowments,  the  Athletic  Foundation  has 
raised  more  than  $400,000  for  golf  endow- 
ments, which  covers  all  the  allowable 
scholarships.  With  this  accomplished,  and 


the  addition  of  the  Isle  of  Capn  Casino  as 
a  presenting  sponsor,  the  funds  raised  will 
now  be  applied  to  the  soon-to-be-fmished 
Southern  Miss  Golf  Complex  at  the  beauti- 
ful Canebrake  Country  Club  in  Hattiesburg. 

This  years  event  will  feature  a  pairings 
party  on  Nov.  8  sponsored  by  the  Isle  of 
Capri  and  an  awards  banquet  at  the  home 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  Molleston  follow- 
ing the  golf  tournament.  This  tournament 
normally  fills  very  quickly  and  the  field  will 
be  limited  this  year.  For  more  information, 
call  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5299. 


Season  Tickets,  Guaranteed  Parking  Available 


It  is  still  not  too  late  to  get  quality  Golden 
Eagle  football  season  tickets  and  guaran- 
teed game  day  parking;  just  call  the  Eagle 
Club  at  601.266.5299  or  the  ticket  office  at 
1.800. 844. TICK,  or  visit  Southern  Miss.com. 
Remember  by  joining  the  Eagle  Club,  100 
percent  of  your  contribution  provides  scholar- 
ships to  student-athletes. 

The  Sporting  News  has  released  its  2007 
Football  Preview  magazine,  ranking  Southern 
Miss  No.  24  in  the  national  rankings.  The 
Golden  Eagles  also  are  selected  to  win 
Conference  USA,  and  several  players  were 
selected  for  preseason  honors. 

In  Sporting  News'  C-USA  Honor  Roll, 
Southern  Miss  earned  recognition  of  its  own, 
being  named  "Best  Pregame  Atmosphere,"  "Best 
Home-field  Advantage"  and  "Best  Fans." 

Seven  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  football 
team  landed  on  Sporting  News'  all-conference 
team,  including  Shawn  Nelson,  Chris  Clark, 
Damion  Fletcher,  Robert  Henderson,  Martavius 

The  return  of  quarterback  Jeremy  Young 

is  one  player  the  "Best  Fans"  in  Conference 

USA  will  be  cheering  in  2007 

Jerry  W.  James  Family  Nationwide 
Insurance  Baseball  Endowment  Established 


Prince,  Gerald  McRath  and  Brandon  Sumrall. 

Jeremy  Young  also  received  preseason  recogni- 
tion, earning  the  title  of  "Most  Dangerous  Scrambler" 
on  Sporting  News'  C-USA  Honor  Roll.  Young,  a 
redshirt  senior,  started  all  14  games  for  Southern 
Miss  last  season,  completing  161-of-281  of  his  pass 
attempts  (57.3  percent)  for  1,769  yards  with  12 
touchdowns  and  six  interceptions.  He  also  was  the 
teams  third-leading  rusher  with  81  carries  for  224 
yards  and  four  touchdowns. 


Patrick  James,  a  former  Nicholls  State  pitcher 
and  the  son  of  Jerry  James,  has  created  an  en- 
dowment for  a  baseball  player  at  Southern  Miss. 
The  endowment  honors  not  only  the  entire 
James  family,  but  the  Nationwide  Insurance 
Company  who  is  providing  matching  funds.  The 
endowment  will  provide  scholarships  to  baseball 


student-athletes  who  come  from  Forrest,  Lamar, 
Covington,  Perry,  Pearl  River,  Marion,  Walthall. 
Pike  or  Simpson  counties. 

For  additional  information  on  how  you  can 
create  an  endowment,  contact  the  Eagle  Club  at 
601.266.5299. 


Hans  and 
Sabrina 
Weger  Add  t 
the  Circle  of 
Champions 

Southern  Miss  alumni 
Hans  and  Sabrina  Weger  of 
Bethesda,  Md.,  have  become 
members  of  the  Circle  of 
Champions.  Hans  is  the 
chief  financial  officer  for 
LaSalle  Hotel  Properties,  and 
Sabrina  is  a  member  of  the 
board  for  Suburban  Hospital. 
They  have  two  children, 
Gunnar  and  Leif. 

The  Circle  of  Champions 
is  a  comprehensive  member- 
ship program  for  top-level 
annual  athletic  donors,  each 
of  whom  has  pledged  at  least 
$10,000  annually  for  a  10- 
year  span.  The  Wegers  state 
that  their  belief  is  that  higher 
education  is  the  best  way  to 
improve  the  quality  of  life. 
For  additional  information 
on  the  Circle  of  Champions 
program  contact  the  Eagle 
Club  at  601.266.5299. 
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Eleanor  Toth  '55  of  Plantsville,  Conn., 
returned  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus  for 
the  first  time  in  more  than  50  years.  The 
Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association 
toured  the  campus  with  Dawn  Smith,  the 
Association's  manager  of  programs. 

Brandon,  Leslie  and  Ashley  Reeves,  the 
children  of  Raymond  '86  and  Linda  Reeves 
'90  take  time  to  pose  with  Golden  Eagle 
cheerleaders  Angela  McDonald  and  Kristen 
Smith  as  the  Southern  Miss  Fan  Caravan 
made  a  stop  in  Jackson. 

3  Houston,  Texas-area  Chi  Omega  alumni  gather 
on  multiple  occasions  each  year  to  reminisce 
about  their  time  at  Southern  Miss.  Pictured  are 
(standing,  from  left)  Gary  Moorehead  Dees, 
Susan  Cole  Theils,  a  member  of  Kappa  Delta, 
Wanda  Fairley  Tollett,  Tanya  Fields  Meers, 
Vonience  Burt  Flora  and  Melinda  Waites 
Havard.  Seated,  from  left,  are  Lisa  Sandifer 
Fairley,  Linda  Bush  Burdine,  Robbin  McNeil 
Spafford,  and  Karen  Thomas  Thomson. 

The  2007  Chefs  of  Mississippi  Awards  Gala, 
hosted  by  the  Mississippi  Hospitality  and 
Restaurant  Association,  featured  Iron  Chef  and 
Southern  Miss  alumna  Cat  Cora  '90.  Pictured 
are  three  Southern  Miss  alumni — Merchants 
Foodservice  President  and  CEO  Andy  Mercier, 
Cora  and  Clint  Taylor,  owner  and  manager 
of  the  Purple  Parrot  in  Hattiesburg.  The 
Hattiesburg-based  Merchants  Foodservice 
was  recognized  as  the  supplier  of  the  year 
award,  while  Taylor  was  named  the  2007 
Restaurateur  of  the  Year. 

5.  Several  Southern  Miss  alumni  are  among 
the  Leadership  Mississippi  Class  of  2007. 
Pictured  are  (from  left,  seated):  Misbah 
Badat  '99;  Dr.  Barbara  Ousby  '90,  '92; 
and  Kameron  Dale  '97,  who  is  employed 
by  the  University  as  benefits  manager 
in  the  Department  of  Human  Resources. 
Standing  are:  Kina  Johnson  '02;  Todd 
Trenchard  '03;  Susan  Lamey  '83,  '93;  Dr. 
J.T.  Tisdale  '96,  '03;  Joe  Swaykos,  director 


Football  season  is  almost  here,  and  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  will  once  again  "Go 
Gold!"  When  you  do,  make  sure  you  bring  along  the  camera.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your 
family  and  friends  and  we  will  publish  them  in  future  editions  of  The  Talon  as  space  permits. 


of  the  Center  of  Higher  Learning  at  Stennis 
Space  Center;  Fredrick  Varnado,  director  of 
non-credit  programs  administration;  and 
Dave  Estorge  '96.  Not  pictured  is  Dr.  Mary 
Graham  '86,  '88,  '94. 

Dawn  (White)  Compton  '02  and  her  husband, 
Corey  Compton,  vacation  in  the  Philippines. 


*  For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news 
and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni® 
usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at  SouthemMissAlumni. 
com.  Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included  in 
the  Fall  2007  edition  is  September  28. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


1960s 


DAN  COOK  '63  retired  after  a  42-year  news- 
paper career.  Cook  spent  the  last  36  years  with 
the  Chattanooga  News  Free  Press.  He  continues  to 
work  as  a  freelance  writer  in  Georgia. 

EDWARD  '63  and  LIBBY  HEINTZ  announce 
the  April  12,  2007,  birth  of  their  grandson,  Brody 
Thomas  Lewis. 

CLEF  VAUGHAN  '63  has  retired  as  chief  finan- 
cial officer  of  Deltic  Timber  Corporation  and 
moved  to  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

THOMAS  R.  HOWELL  '65,  '81  announces  the 
May  5,  2007,  birth  of  twin  grandsons  Aiden  and 
Caiden  Smallwood. 

ROBERT  MOLSBEE  '65  is  working  as  a  fulltime 
professor  of  biology  at  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College. 


MARK  PURDY  '67  prac- 
tices law  in  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Fl.  with  the  firm  of  Purdy  & 
Flynn,  PA.  He  is  also  pro- 
vides arbitration,  mediation 
and  dispute  resolution  ser- 
vices through  Mcdiar,  Inc. 


"Back  Porch  Swing,"  a  novel  by  ALLEN  BOHL 
'73,  was  selected  as  the  recommended  book  of 
the  month  by  the  Barnes  &  Noble  location  in 
St.  Augustine,  Fla. 


ALAN  OUBRE  '73,  '03,  '05,  '07  received  his 
fourth  degree,  a  doctorate  in  educational  admin- 
istration, from  Southern  Miss.  Oubre  is  current- 


ly serving  the  Hattiesburg 
Public  Schools  as  execu- 
tive director  of  support 
services.  He  is  married  to 
the  former  Susan  Slade,  an 
Army  noncommissioned 
officer  and  Iraq  war  vet- 
eran, who  is  pursuing 
a  degree  in  forensics  at 
Southern  Miss. 

RICHARD  SPENCER 
PETERS  '73  has  accept- 
ed the  position  of  line 
arts  director  for  the  East 
Central  Independent 
School  District  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  Peters' 
wife,  Nellie,  has  accept- 
ed the  position  of  sec- 
ond grade  lead  teacher 
at  Sinclair  Elementary 
School  in  the  district, 
while  his  son,  Matthew 
McFarland,  is  a  deco- 
rated U.S.  Marine  who 
has  completed  two  tours 
in  Iraq  and  his  daugh- 
ter, Brittany,  is  a  second- 
year  student  at  Baylor 
University. 

CAROL    ANN    DRANE 

'74  has  been  selected  to 
participate  in  the  George 
Washington  Summer 
Teacher  Institute  to  be 
held  in  Mount  Vernon, 
Va.  Drane  is  a  resident 
of  Madison  and  special 
populations  coordinator 
for  Canton  Public  School  District 


BEN  D.  TUCCIO  74  retired  from  the  Richland 
County  Sheriffs  Department  in  Columbia,  S.C. 
on  March  9,  2007.  Sgt.  Tuccio  completed  more 
than  19  years  of  service  to  the  community. 

KATHY  LEE  THOMPSON  77  lias  retired  from 
teaching  with  the  Biloxi  School  System  after  more 
than  30  years  of  service. 

JEFFERY  W  HAMMOND  79  was  promoted 
to  commanding  general  of  the  4th  Infantry 
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Division  (Mechanized).  Maj.  Gen.  Hammonds 
division  is  based  at  Fort  Hood.  Texas,  and  Fort 
Carson.  Col. 

JIMMY  JENKINS  79  was 
recently  promoted  to  senior 
project  manager  tor  Custom 
Energy  Services,  an  energ 
services  company  based  out  of 
Overland  Park.  fen.  Jimmy  is 
in  the  process  of  moving  from  Dallas.  Texas  to  the 
[ackson  area  to  be  nearer  his  "Southern'  roots. 


m.  M 
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980s 


RHONDA  PHILLIPS  83,  '86  has  been 
promoted  to  director  of  the  School  of 
Community  Resources  and  Development  of 
Arizona  State  University. 

CINDY  ROBINSON  ROBST  '83  is  returning 
to  Mississippi  after  24  years  of  moving  around 
the  country. 

PAM  THOMPSON  '84  and  her  husband,  Rick, 
have  opened  a  collegiate  store  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 
the  Sports  Shack. 

JODY   TIDWELL    84   has 

been  named  partner  and  divi- 
sion president  of  Blue  Clovers 
new  southeast  division.  Blue 
Clover  mixes  electronic 
branding  through  award- 
winning  websites,  e-commerce,  SEO  and  content 
manageable  systems  with  traditional  tools  includ- 
ing name  and  logo  development,  public  relations, 
direct  mail  and  special  events  planning. 

TED  FORTENBERRY  87  has 

been  appointed  vice  president 
and  general  manager  of  the 
soon-to-be-constructed 
WMBF-TV  in  Myrtle  Beach  / 
Florence,  S.C.  Previously,  Ted 

was  the  vice  president  and  general  manager  of 

KAIT-TV  in  Jonesboro,  Ark. 

CURTIS  RAY  POOLE  '89  and  Teresa  Turner 
were  married  Nov.  18,  2006. 


1990s 


EDWARD  EUGENE  (GENE) 
¥  HUFF    91,  '96  and  CATHY 

"  ~  MOORE  HUFF  '93  announce 

T^  the  Jan.    11,  2007,  birth  of 

j£  S     their  son,  Lewis  Clyde  Huff. 

■fl  . Clyde's    older    sister,   Josie, 

turned  2  years  old  on  April  19,  2007.  The  fam- 
ily resides  in  Byram. 


CLARISSA  JERNIG AN  '91  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  co-language  /  speech  pathologist  supervi- 
sor for  the  Jackson  Public  School  District. 


MONICA  ABNEY  DUHON  '92  and  her  hus- 
band, Lamar,  are  moving  to  Miri,  Malaysia. 
Lamar  has  taken  an  international  position  with 
Baker  Hughes,  Inc.  The  couple  has  three  chil- 
dren: Landry,  Emmie  and  Joshua. 

MICHAEL  IRVIN 

ARR1NGTON  '93  and  his 

wife,   Tamara,   announce 
the  March  2,  2007,  adop- 
tion of  their  daughter,  Mia 
Elizabeth  Arrington. 

CHRISTI    MAGRATH 

'93  was  honored  with 
the  2006-2007  Algernon 
Sydney  Sullivan  Award 
during  a  luncheon  on 
the  Troy  University  cam- 
pus. Magrath  is  an  asso- 
ciate professor  of  biology  at  Troy  University. 
The  Sullivan  Award,  which  is  presented  at 
select  colleges  and  universities  throughout  the 
United  States,  recognizes  recipients  for  their 
excellence  of  character,  humanitarian  service 
and  spiritual  qualities.  Magrath  is  pictured 
with  Troy  University 
Chancellor  Dr.  Jack 
Hawkins  Jr. 


DUNN  HOUSF 

Circa  1890  - 

For  Reservations  Please  Contact 

Owner  David  Broome  At: 
601.582.5533  or  1.866.582.4343 
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TRACY  DEGRAFFT 
GRAHAM    '96    and 

her  husband,  TJ, 
announce  the  Nov. 
11,  2006,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Abigail 
Elizabeth  Graham. 
The  family  resides  in 
Lakeland,  Fla. 

JUBAL  SMITH  '96 

has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  manager  with- 
PricewaterhouseCoo- 
pers  in  Dallas,  Texas. 
Smith  is  part  of  the 
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"Creating  and  Maintaining  Safe  Campuses:  A  Sourcebook  for 
Evaluating  and  Enhancing  Safety  Programs" 
$24.75  paperback 
Stylus  Publishing,  2007 

"Strengthening  the  African  American  Educational  Pipeline: 
Informing  Research,  Policy,  and  Practice" 
220  pages,  $26.75  paperback 
SUNY  Press,  2007 
Jerlando  F.  L.  Jackson  "96 

Jerlando  E  L.  Jackson  has  published  two 
books,  "Strengthening  the  African  American 
Educational  Pipeline:  Informing  Research, 
Policy,  and  Practice"  and  "Creating  and 
Maintaining  Safe  Campuses:  A  Sourcebook  for 
Evaluating  and  Enhancing  Safety  Programs." 

"Strengthening  the  African  American  Educational  Pipeline:  Informing 
Research,  Policy,  and  Practice"  is  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  books 
examining  the  experiences  of  African  Americans  throughout  the  edu- 
cational enterprise.  Focusing  on  pre-K-12  schools,  higher  education, 
and  social  influences,  this  book  examines  the  following  question:  What 
systemic  set  of  strategies  is  necessary  to  improve  the  conditions  for 
African  Americans  throughout  the  educational  pipeline? 

"Creating  and  Maintaining  Safe  Campuses:  A  Sourcebook  for  Evaluating 
and  Enhancing  Safety  Programs"  serves  as  a  sourcebook  to  enhance  and 
evaluate  safety  programs,  generate  new  solutions  and  interventions, 
comply  with  new  legislation,  and  present  practical  steps  and  guidelines 
to  establish  best  practices.  It  pays  particular  attention  to  the  factors  that 
may  give  rise  to  crime,  considering  high-risk  drinking  and  examining  the 
intersection  between  hate  crimes  and  violence.  Dr.  Jackson  is  an  associ- 
ate professor  of  higher  and  postsecondary  education  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-Madison.  He  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Both  of  his  books  are  available  at  amazon.com. 

"A  History  of  the  Hal  Roach  Studios" 
Richard  Lewis  Ward  '78 
280  pages,  27  illustrations,  $22.50 
Southern  Illinois  University  Press,  2006 

Aided  by  a  comprehensive  filmography  and 
production  synopses,  "A  History  of  the  Hal 
Roach  Studios,"  written  by  alumnus  Richard 
Lewis  Ward  78,  recounts  an  overlooked 
chapter  in  American  cinema. 

Labeled  the  "lot  of  fun,"  the  Hal  Roach 
Studios  launched  the  comedic  careers  of  such  screen  icons 
as  Harold  Lloyd,  Our  Gang,  and  Laurel  and  Hardy.  With  this  stable  of 
stars,  the  Roach  enterprise  operated  for  46  years  on  the  fringes  of  the 
Hollywood  studio  system  during  the  golden  age  of  cinema. 

Founded  in  1914  as  the  Rolin  Film  Company,  the  studio  cranked  out 
a  series  of  moderately  successful  comedies  which  featured  Lloyd  playing 
a  Charlie  Chaplin-derived  character  named  Lonesome  Luke.  In  1917, 
Lloyd  dropped  the  Luke  persona,  put  on  a  pair  of  horn-rimmed  glasses, 


and  one  of  the  comic  legends  of  the  early  20th  century  was  born.  Lloyd's 
new  comedies  were  so  wildly  successful  that  by  1921  Roach  was  able 
to  build  a  new,  elaborate  studio  facility  in  the  Los  Angeles  suburb  of 
Culver  City.  The  new  facility,  renamed  the  Hal  Roach  Studios,  witnessed 
rapid  expansion  of  the  company's  product  line  and  starring  roster.  Even 
after  Harold  Lloyd  left  in  1924  to  become  an  independent  producer, 
the  Roach  studio  thrived  with  the  successful  comedies  of  Our  Gang, 
Charley  Chase,  Laurel  and  Hardy,  and  others. 

As  theaters  turned  to  double  features  in  the  early  1930s,  Roach 
refocused  his  studio's  efforts  on  "A"  class  feature-length  pictures.  While 
this  policy  produced  some  financial  and  critical  successes,  it  produced 
a  greater  number  of  money-losing  features,  and  by  the  earl)-  1940s 
Roach  began  making  low-budget  50-minute  featurettes.  The  studio  was 
leased  to  the  military  for  the  production  of  training  films  for  much  of 
World  War  II,  then  faced  the  second  half  of  the  1940s  with  few  films 
in  production  and  little  prospect  for  financial  survival.  The  arrival  of 
television  provided  a  last-minute  reprieve  from  bankruptcy,  and  Roach 
became  the  largest  producer  of  filmed  television  programming  during 
the  first  half  of  the  1950s.  However,  once  the  major  film  studios  entered 
television  production  at  mid-decade,  Roach's  fortunes  reversed,  and  the 
studio  was  out  of  business  by  1960. 

Ward  is  an  associate  professor  teaching  television  and  film  in  the 
Communication  Department  at  the  University  of  South  Alabama. 

"William  Dunbar:  Scientific  Pioneer  of  the  Old  Southwest" 

Arthur  DeRosier  Jr.  '54 

288  pages 

The  University  of  Kentucky,  2007 

In  the  course  of  making  final  preparations  for 
a  Southern  Miss  history  class  more  than  40  years 
ago,  professor  Arthur  DeRosier  came  across  the 
name  of  William  Dunbar,  a  man  closely  linked 
to  many  of  the  prominent  individuals  in  early 
American  history.  Unlike  Jefferson,  Adams  and 
Franklin,  however,  Dunbar's  name  was  largely  unheralded. 

For  that  reason,  DeRosier  has  penned  "William  Dunbar:  Scientific 
Pioneer  of  the  Old  Southwest."  The  biography  outlines  the  life  of 
the  Mississippian  who  explored  the  southern  part  of  the  Louisiana 
Terrority  just  as  Lewis  and  Clark  traveled  up  the  Missouri  River. 

Born  in  Scotland  in  1 750,  Dunbar  came  to  the  United  States  in  1771 
and  eventually  moved  to  Mississippi  as  the  owner  of  four  plantations. 
He  was  an  inventor — creating  a  cotton-bale  press  that  made  shipping 
cotton  easier — found  uses  for  cottonseed  oil,  drew  plans  for  a  jail 
and  was  a  landscape  designer.  Jefferson,  with  whom  Dunbar  corre- 
sponded frequently,  sponsored  Dunbar's  membership  in  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  and  organization  founded  by  Benjamin  Franklin 
to  promote  knowledge  of  science  and  humanities. 

Later,  Jefferson  picked  Dunbar  to  document  plants  and  animals  in 
the  southern  section  of  the  territory  obtained  in  the  Louisiana  Purchase. 
The  journey  likely  hastened  Dunbar's  death,  according  to  DeRosier. 

"William  Dunbar:  Scientific  Pioneer  of  the  Old  Southwest."  sched- 
uled for  publication  in  October,  can  be  preordered  at  amazon.com. 
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SUMRALL  RETIRES  FROM 
ADMINISTRATIVE  POST 


iM .. 


Mike  Sumrall  79  has  retired  from  his  post 
as  Forrest  County  Administrator  and  Chief 
t^m^  J^^     Financial  Officer. 

■    A     1  Sumrall,  a  resident  of  Mount  Olive,  received 

H  Juk  jfl  his  accounting  degree  from  Southern  Miss  in 

^™  I^W^^^^M  1979  and  worked  for  28  years  in  local  and  state 
government,  including  stints  as  a  business  manager  for  the  Pike  County 
School  System  and  23  years  at  the  Office  of  the  State  Auditor  where 
he  served  as  a  senior  auditor  and  led  the  computer  and  information 
technology  divisions.  In  2004,  he  began  his  role  with  Forrest  County 
and  held  that  position  until  2007,  when  he  announced  his  intention 
to  run  for  the  position  of  state  auditor. 

As  county  administrator,  Sumrall  states  he  helped  turn  around  a 
budget  that  had  a  $6  million  deficit  in  the  general  county  fund  in  fiscal 
year  2004.  Sumrall  says  the  budget  deficit  was  reduced  to  $1.3  million 
deficit  in  2005,  and  had  a  surplus  of  $300,000  in  2006. 

The  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  is  also  a  football  season 
ticket  holder  and  an  Eagle  Club  contributor. 

ALUMNUS  ENTERS  BUSINESS 
HALL  OF  FAME 

Alumnus  Danny  Mitchell  70,  71  was  one  of 
four  top  business  executives  recently  inducted 
into  the  Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame. 

The  induction  ceremony  marked  the   18th 
anniversary  of  the  Mississippi  Business  Hall 
of  Fame,  a  program  of  Junior  Achievement  of 
Mississippi.  The  event  was  held  at  the  Jackson  Marriot  in  May. 

Joining  Mitchell  as  inductees  were  Booker  T.  Jones  of  MINACT,  Inc., 
Bobby  P  Martin  of  The  Peoples  Bank,  and  Anthony  J.  Topazi,  president 
and  CEO  of  Mississippi  Power. 

Mitchell,  who  is  senior  partner  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
GodwinGroup,  one  of  the  Southeast's  leading  advertising  agencies, 
attained  his  bachelors  degree  in  speech  and  mass  communications 
and  his  masters  in  public  relations  from  Southern  Miss.  He  served  as 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association  in  2005-06  and  continues  to  serve 
on  the  Associations  executive  committee  as  past  president. 

"I  was  honored  to  receive  this  award  and  appreciative  of  the  sup- 
port from  Southern  Miss  that  evening,"  Mitchell  said.  "Southern  Miss 
has  afforded  me  so  many  opportunities,  both  as  a  student  and  later 
as  an  alumnus — opportunities  that  have  had  a  positive  impact  on  my 
understanding  of  good  business  and  civic  responsibility." 

Mitchells  work  with  the  GodwinGroup  should  be  very  familiar  to 
Southern  Miss  alumni,  as  the  agency  has  been  behind  the  athletic  depart- 
ments brand  "Anyone.  Anywhere.  Anytime,"  as  well  as  the  University's 
"Freeing  the  Power  of  the  Individual"  campaign.  He  has  also  served  as 
president  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation. 

Mitchell  and  his  wife  Patricia  70  have  three  children,  Benjamin  '01, 
Emily  and  Amy. 


ALUMNUS  LAUNCHES 
0^    m       NEW  ADVERTISING  VENTURE 

Advertising    executive    Walt    Denton    has 

launched  a  new  advertising  and  public  relations 

^il  agency  in  Biloxi.  Denton  Advertising,  PLLC  is  a 

■  ^^.       full  service  advertising  and  public  relations  firm 

W  ^R         with  a  focus  on  producing  outstanding  creative 

^  and  getting  results  for  its  clients. 

"The  first  30  days  have  exceeded  expectations,"  Denton  said.  "We've 

come  right  out  of  the  gate  with  opportunities  to  work  with  one  of  the 

top  brands  in  the  world,  along  with  other  exciting  public  relations 

and  advertising  projects." 

Denton  previously  worked  as  senior  account  executive  and  vice 
president  with  two  of  Mississippi's  premier  advertising  agencies, 
GodwinGroup  and  The  Guice  Agency.  He  has  managed  regional 
and  national  brands  such  as  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority, 
Trustmark  National  Bank,  Nissan  North  America,  Roy  Anderson  Corp 
and  Biloxi  Regional  Medical  Center. 

Denton  is  a  2007  graduate  of  Leadership  Gulf  Coast.  He  holds  a 
Master  of  Science  in  public  relations  and  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  speech 
communication  from  Southern  Miss.  Before  taking  his  first  position  in 
advertising,  Denton  worked  in  economic  development  in  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  as  executive  director  of  The  Partnership  in  Prescott,  Ark. 

ALUMNA  CAPTURES 
COUNTRY  MUSIC 
TELEVISION  CONTEST 

As  a  young  girl  in  Biloxi,  Stephanie 
Williams  '91  spent  most  of  her  time  sing- 
ing, dancing  and  playing  the  piano.  Today, 
Williams'  music  has  earned  her  a  victory 
in  "Music  City  Madness,"  a  nationwide 
online  talent  search  hosted  by  Country  Music  Television  (CMT). 

Williams'  original  song  and  video  "D.R.U.N.K."  emerged  as  the 
winner  from  more  than  600  entries  as  more  than  1.2  million  votes 
were  cast.  As  the  winning  entrant,  Williams  visited  CMT's  Nashville 
studio  to  record  an  episode  of  "Studio  330  Sessions,"  CMT  Loadeds 
online  performance  series.  She  was  also  invited  to  attend  the  2007 
CMT  Music  Awards  in  April. 

Williams  is  currently  in  production  on  a  CD  titled  Not  Your  Normal 
Country  Girl,  in  which  she  wrote  and  co-wrote  seven  of  the  songs. 
"D.RU.N.K."  is  the  first  single  and  video  from  the  album  and  chronicles  the 
desperate  cry  from  a  woman  in  her  quest  to  be  perfect.  While  a  Southern 
Miss  student,  Williams  performed  in  a  traveling  all-girl  trio,  "Southern 
Dolls."  Her  influences  range  from  Elvis  to  Johnny  Cash,  Loretta  Lynn  and 
Karen  Carpenter.  Williams'  album  can  be  ordered  through  cmt.com. 

Moving  to  Nashville  after  graduation,  Williams  began  writing  full 
time  and  doing  session  work  for  other  writers  and  music  houses.  She 
has  sung  on  quite  a  few  regional,  national  and  international  commercials 
as  a  session  singer,  including  recently  singing  background  vocals  with 
country  artist  Darryl  Worley  for  Kmart.  She  also  owns  a  modeling  and 
talent  agency  with  locations  in  Nashville,  Memphis  and  Houston. 
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State  and  Local  Tax  Division,  where  he  consults 
businesses  on  site  location  and  tax  programs. 

LESLIE  WALKER 

STEVENS  '96  and  her  hus- 
band, Brian,  announce  the 
June  2,  2007,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Lauren  Walker 
1  Stevens.  Lauren  is  the 
granddaughter  of  Bo  and  Debbie  Walker  70,  72 
and  the  niece  of  Jamie  Walker  '98,  '00. 

APRIL  K.  BATTLE  '97  has  received  a  mas- 
ter's degree  in  occupational  therapy  from  the 
University  of  Tennessee  Health  Science  Center 
in  Memphis,  Tenn.  She  will  be  relocating 
to  Jackson,  Tenn.,  to  take  a  staff  position  as 
an  occupational  therapist  at  Jackson-Madison 
General  Hospital. 

JENNIFER  BOUTWELL  WATTS  '96  and  '97 

and  her  husband,  Scottie,  announce  the  Oct.  f  9, 
2007,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Kendall  Paige,  in 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

DEBORAH  BARRETT  '97,  '98  has  joined  FNBB 
Services  Corp  as  assistant  vice  president.  The 
company  is  a  subsidiary  of  First  National  Bankers' 
Bank  based  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

KATHARINE  OWENS  '97  was  promoted  to 
professor  in  the  teacher  education  department  of 
the  University  of  Akron.  In  April  2007,  she  was 
honored  with  the  Outstanding  Teacher- Scholar 
Award  and  was  asked  to  serve  as  grand  marshal 
of  one  of  the  school's  commencement  exercises. 
McGraw-Hill  recently  released  "The  Good  Earth," 
a  textbook  for  teaching  earth  science  to  non-sci- 
ence majors  that  Owens  co-authored. 


While  Oscar  Leal  is  as  comfortable 
whether  he's  playing  cello  or  working  in 
the  south  Mississippi  banking  industry, 
the  road  for  this  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  graduate  seemed  an  unlikely 
path  from  his  native  Mexico. 

Leal  says  it  was  his  passion  for  playing  the 
cello  that  opened  the  opportunity  to  come 
to  Southern  Miss.  While  visiting  his  sister  in 
Hattiesburg,  Leal  had  the  chance  to  audition  for  the  University's  symphony  orchestra. 
After  hearing  him  audition,  director  Jay  Dean  offered  Leal  a  full  scholarship. 

A  native  of  Mexico  City,  Leal  played  in  the  Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra 
for  four  years  while  earning  bachelor's  degrees  in  both  music  and  finance.  Leal  has 
been  honored  to  play  on  the  same  stage  with  such  prestigious  names  as  Placido 
Domingo,  Itzhak  Perlman  and  Doc  Severinsen. 

Leal  describes  the  University  as  a  place  of  immense  opportunity  and  is  just  one 
example  of  a  growing  international  and  diverse  student  population  at  Southern 
Miss.  About  four  percent  of  Southern  Miss'  enrollment  is  international  students. 

"I'm  really  glad  to  have  gotten  my  education  at  Southern  Miss,"  Leal  said.  "It 
offered  me  all  of  the  possibilities  I  could  have  ever  imagined,  but  the  University 
also  had  everything  I  was  looking  for,  the  chance  to  play  in  a  prestigious  orchestra 
and  to  major  in  business  and  finance  as  well." 

Leal  knew  relatively  little  English  when  he  came  to  Mississippi  six  years  ago. 
Despite  the  obvious  cultural  and  language  barriers,  Leal  graduated  with  honors  in 
both  of  his  selected  majors  while  learning  English  in  a  "trial  by  fire"  fashion. 

Last  summer  he  earned  his  Master  of  Business  Administration  along  with  the 
Outstanding  Graduate  Student  Award  from  the  College  of  Business.  It  is  the  achieve- 
ment of  a  graduate  degree  that  has  brought  Leal  the  greatest  sense  of  achievement 
while  preparing  him  for  success  in  the  business  world. 

Now  a  resident  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  Leal  works  for  Regions  Bank  in 
Gulfport  as  a  credit  underwriter  in  commercial  lending  and  says  the  bank  is  a  great 
place  to  work  and  develop  as  a  professional. 

When  asked  if  he  would  recommend  the  University  to  other  students.  Leal 
said,  "absolutely." 

"I  love  the  whole  college  experience,  the  symphony,  college  football,  and  the 
College  of  Business,"  Leal  said.  "I  think  it's  a  great  place  to  go  as  far  as  opportuni- 
ties. Most  of  the  memories  1  have  at  Southern  Miss  are  good.  I  would  go  back." 

Leal  says  he  hopes  to  one  day  earn  his  doctorate  and  begin  teaching  at  a  university 


SCOTT  EVERETT  WHITE  '97  has  been 
selected  to  serve  as  chairman  for  the  Parade 
of  Homes  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Coast 
Home  Builders  Association.  He  is  a  senior  mar- 
keting representative  with  Coast  Electric  Power 
Association  in  Gulfport. 

MICHAEL  FOOLADI  '99  has  formed  a 
partnership  with  Touchstone  Development 
&  Construction  as  vice  president  of  con- 
struction. Fooladi,  formerly  an  executive 
project  manager  for  W.G.  Yates  &  Sons 
Construction,  brings    10  years  and   $400 


million  of  managed  construction  experience 
to  Touchstone. 

JOHN  MINICHELLO  '99  was  selected  for  inclu- 
sion in  the  ground-breaking  anthology  Next  Stop 
Hollywood,  just  published  by  St,  Martins  Press. 
Minichellos  short  story,  "Blind  Man  in  the  Halls 
of  Justice,"  was  selected  from  more  than  oOO 
submissions  from  around  the  world. 

SUSAN  RALEY  '99,  '00  has  been  promoted  to 
advertising  sales  manager  lor  Charter  Media  tor 
the  Yakima,  Wash.  Designated  Market  Area. 


WILLIAM  GULLY  00  has  been  named  Director 
ol  Personnel  lor  Peco  Foods.  Inc. — Sebas 
and  Philadelphia.  Miss.,  locations.  More  than 
1. 000  employees  work  at  the  complexes 
Gully  is  responsible  lor  all  human  res 
and  safety  activities  for  both  locations.  Gully 
also  has  recently  achieved  certification  as  a 
human  resource  professional  through  Lorman 
Educations  Sen  ices. 
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LEIGH  A.  MC  ARTHUR  00  and  CHRISTOPHER 
T.  CANOY  were  marned  on  March  17,  2007. 
The  couple  resides  in  Hattiesburg. 

NANCY    MONTAGUE 
MICHELLI  '00  and  her 

husband,  Bradley, 

announce   the   Nov.    16, 
2006,  birth  of  their  son, 
Dylan  Patrick  Michelli. 

FRANKLIN  LEE  '01  and  his  wife,  Kristy,  announce 
the  May  29, 2007,  birth  of  their  son,  Noah  Gabriel 
Lee.  Noah  joins  sister,  Isabella  Grace  Lee,  2. 

AMY  LEIGH  LUSTER  '01  and  John  Mclver 
were  married  Feb.  3,  2007. 

DORTHEA  (DEE)  NEAL  01 

and  her  husband,  Marcus, 
announce  the  Feb.  28,  2007, 
birth  of  their  third  child,  Mika 
Makenzie  Neal.  Mika  has  two 
older  siblings,  Madison  and  Marcus  II. 

KARLA  SCHMIT  '01  has  been  named  edu- 
cation and  behavioral  sciences  librarian  and 
assistant  director,  Pennsylvania  Center  for  the 
Book  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  University.  She 
will  begin  her  new  position  on  Aug.  3 1 . 

AMANDA  LITTLE  '02  has  been  named 
communications  director  for  Congressman 
Robm  Hayes. 


JOEY  GRISHAM  '03  is  the  director  of  project 
development  for  The  Retail  Coach,  a  retail 
recruitment  and  market  research  firm  based  out 
of  Tupelo.  The  Retail  Coach  assists  communities 
with  the  attraction  of  retailers  and  restaurants 
to  their  areas.  Besides  overseeing  project  devel- 
opment, Joey  will  also  head  up  the  company's 
Texas  office  in  Granbury. 

DANA  MARIE  ROBERTS  '03  announces  the  Dec. 
6,  2006,  birth  of  her  son,  Aden  John  Gavin. 

BRIDGET     04    and    RICHARD    WILLIAM 

HUNT  '04  announce  the  June  24,  2006,  birth 
of  their  son  Richard  William  Hunt  III.  He  joins 
a  brother,  Justin  Trevor  Hunt. 

ALLISON  FORD 

OUSTALET   '04   and  her 

husband,  Brian,  announce 
the  Feb.  16,  2007,  birth  of 
their    son,    James    Brian 
Oustalet  III.  The  family  resides  in  Jennings,  La. 

KEITH 
WILSON 

'04  has 
earned  a 
master's 
degree  in 

higher  education  student  personnel  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi.  In  the  photo,  Keith 
celebrates  a  post-graduation  snapshot  with  his 
mom,  Debbie,  left,  and  his  sister  Amanda. 


^4k.. 


JENNIFER  CUCHENS  '04,  '05  and  JASON 
WOOTEN  '05  were  married  April  21,  2007, 
in  Newton. 

GRAYSON  E  KNIGHT  05  and  JASON  LANGAN 

'05  were  married  Dec.  2,  2006,  in  Mobile,  Ala. 

SARAH  MEGAN  HOGUE  '07,  daughter  of 
SAMUEL  J.  HOGUE  77  and  DANYA  HOGUE 

'81  has  graduated  with  a  bachelors  degree  in 
history  and  plans  to  teach  this  fall. 

noriam 

LINA  WYNNE  '37  of  Oxford  died  Apnl  6,  2007. 

BESSIE  L.  CARNEY  '39  of  Bloommgton,  111., 
died  April  11,  2007. 

FARVE  MCINTOSH  '40  of  Leakesville  has  died. 

CLEMENTINE  JOHNSON  BROOM  '45  of 

Columbia  died  April  23,  2007. 

BONNIE    STRINGER    REYNOLDS    '46    of 

Jackson  died  April  18,  2007. 

WILLIAM  K.  "BILL"  SYKES  '50  of  Orange 

Beach,  Ala.,  died  April  9,  2007. 

FOREST    NEWTON    BLOUNT  JR.    '54    of 

Leesville,  La.,  died  April  23,  2007. 

THOMAS  C.  BROOKS  '54  of  Alexandria,  La., 
died  April  5,  2007. 


"Protecting  Southern's  Womanhood 

The  fence  encircling  the  campus  in  the  institution's 

infancy  was  designed  to  keep  roving  cattle  and  hogs 

out.  It  appears  to  have  kept  the  coeds  in  as  well. 
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GWENDOLYN  RILEY  HOOPER  '54  of  Bay 

Mmette,  Ala.,  died  Oct.  27,  2004. 

LUCY  S.  ALLUMS  '55  of  Pascagoula  died 
March  11,  2007. 

JEANETTE  COPELAND  WILKINS    56  of 

Macon,  Ga.,  died  April  21,  2007. 

FAYE  ROGERS  FINLEY   57  of  Los  Lunas, 
N.M.,  died  May  27,  2007. 

HAROLD  STRINGFELLOW  '57  of  Lucedale 
died  Feb.  28,  2007. 

CHARLES  O.  MOORE  '58  of  Madison  has 
died. 

WILLIAM  THOMAS  WHITLEY  JR.    58  of 

Madison  died  April  17,  2007. 

WAYNE  WINSTEAD  JR.  '58  of  Pelahatchie 
died  April  28,  2007. 

DEVOY  R.  DUNAWAY  '59  of  Summit  died 
May  31,  2007. 

GEORGE    L.    MARCOULIER    59,    63   of 

Bellville,  Texas  died  Jan.  4,  2007. 

THOMPSON  A.  PAULK  '59  of  Summit  died 
April  1,2007. 

JOHNNY  B.  STRINGER  '59  of  Jackson  died 
May  30,  2007. 

JOHN  ZILLER  '59  of  Little  Rock  died  May 
25,  2007. 

JACK  SHOEMAKE  '60  of  Bradenton,  Fla., 
died  May  21,  2007. 


Linda  Theobald  70,  public  affairs  offi- 
cer for  the  Office  of  External  Affairs  and 
Education  at  NASA  Stennis  Space  Center 
(SSC),  and  Pamela  Covington,  manager  of 
the  same  office,  have  each  received  NASAs 
prestigious  Exceptional  Service  Medal. 

SSC  Director  Richard  Gilbrech  and  NASA 
Associate  Deputy  Administrator  Charles 
Scales  presented  the  awards  during  a  cer- 
emony held  at  SSC  on  Thursday,  June  14. 

NASAs  Exceptional  Service  Medal  rec- 
ognizes significant,  sustained  performance 
characterized  by  unusual  initiative  or  cre- 
ative ability  that  results  in  engineering,  space 
flight,  administrative  or  support  endeavors 
that  contribute  to  NASAs  mission. 

Theobald  received  the  award  in  recogni- 
tion of  her  15  years  of  significant  service 
to  NASA.  During  that  time,  she  has  been 
instrumental  in  the  redesign  and  refocus  of 
the  visitor's  center  program  and  a  number 
of  high-profile  special  events,  including  a 
space  shuttle  Return  to  Flight  campaign 
and  the  commissioning  of  a  mosaic  mural 
honoring  the  crew  of  Space  Shuttle  Columbia.  She  has  led  the  orchestration  of 
several  major  events-the  30th  anniversary  of  space  shuttle  main  engine  testing, 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  first  engine  test  at  SSC  and  the  transition  ceremony  of 
SSC's  A- 1  Test  Stand  for  testing  the  engines  that  will  power  NASAs  next  generation 
of  spacecraft.  After  Hurricane  Katrina,  Theobald  provided  guidance  for  develop- 
ing a  report  and  oral  histories  that  chronicled  the  experiences  of  the  center  and 
its  employees  during  and  after  the  storm. 

A  native  of  Pass  Christian,  Theobald  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from 
Southern  Miss  and  a  masters  degree  in  management  and  human  relations  from 
the  University  of  Oklahoma. 

Covington  received  the  award  for  her  leadership  in  instituting  SSC's  weekly 
internal  e-newsletter;  for  the  delivery  of  NASAs  Space  Flight  Awareness  awards; 
and  for  implementing  several  initiatives,  including  the  Quality  of  Lite  Web  site. 
a  compilation  of  demographic,  economic  and  lifestyle  information  oi  the  region 
surrounding  SSC.  Covington  was  also  recognized  for  managing  the  transition  of 
the  Stennis  Child  Development  Center  to  new  management. 

A  native  of  Jackson,  Covington  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  business  education. 


MARGARET  ANN  WHITE  '60  of  Pearl  died 

April  13,  2007. 


May  18,  2007. 


Ala.  died  April  27.  2007 


WILLIAM  SMITH  '66  of  Stapleton,  Ala.,  lias  died. 

SHIRLEY  HERRINGTON  '69  of  Draper,  Utah 
died  Sept.  29,  2006. 

ROBERT  JAMES  BAILEY  70  of  Gulfport  died 
May  8,  2007. 


BETTY  LEWIS  GOMILLION  71  of  Walnut 

Grove  died  April  19,  2007. 

BERTIS  L.  LOPER  71  died  May  17.  2007 

KAYE  ETHRIDGE  72  of  Magee  died  May 
31,2007. 


CHARLES  ML  SMITH  JR  76  of  Gulf  Breeze, 
Fla.,  died  June  1.  2007. 

CARMEN    ADELAIDE    GARNIER     77    ol 

Charleston.  S.C.,  died  May  8,  200". 

LOUISA  JEAN  DOZIER  DENNEY  78,  "89  of 
Finos  Altos.  X.M  .  died  May  29,  2007 


R.  WAYNE  FLANAGAN  71   of  Pearl  died         FRANCES  ACKER  DUNAGAN  76  of  Mobile. 
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Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
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JANICE  DVERIN  78  of  New  Orleans  died 
June  8,  2006. 


MARC  B.  MOSES  '95  of  Gulfport  died  April 

4,  2007. 


DONOVAN  W.  PENROD  78  of  Ocean  Falls  MICHAEL  JOSEPH  LAICHE  '03  of  Purvis  died 

died  May  15,  2007.  April  19,  2007. 

CHARLOTTE  R.  WALLER  78  of  Columbia  MARY  KIM  HARSHBARGER  ELLIS  '04  of 

died  March  26,  2007.  Pass  Christian  died  April  2,  2007. 

ROBERT  LEWIS  LARKIN  79  of  Saltillo  died  JOHN  M.  GILLIS  of  Hattiesburg  died  March 

June  2,  2007.  30,  2007. 


JEAN  AINSWORTH  LEONE  of  Conroe,  Texas 
died  April  15,2007. 

WAYNE  L.  NIX  of  Ridgeland  died  May  1,  2007. 

BEVERYLY  D.  SANDERS  of  Brookhaven  died 
April  29,  2007. 

AVERY  BROCK  SEALY  of  Hattiesburg  died 
April  9,  2007. 

ORMA  T.  SORRELLS  of  Pleasant  Grove,  Tenn., 
died  June  3,  2007. 

RONALD  WATTS  of  Seminary  died  May  27, 
2007. 


NANCY  ALICE  WHEAT  '80  of  Natchez  died 
May  21,  2007. 

VICTOR  HUGO  SIMS  JR.  '82  of  Medford, 
Ore.,  died  April  27,  2007. 

WILLIAM  R. 'BILL"  HAMRICK  '84  of  Jackson 
died  April  19,  2007. 

DR.  MATTIE  LEE  CALDWELL  85  of  Slidell, 
La.,  died  April  24,  2007. 

CHRISTOPHER  JOSEPH    CROSBY    86   of 

Jackson  died  May  3,  2006. 

HOWARD  O.  TOWRY  '86  of  Femwood  died 
April  2,  2007. 

ROBIN  DALE  BLANCHARD  '93  of  Columbia 
died  May  11,2007. 


Pioneer  in  Service  to  Persons  With  Developmental  Disabilities  Dies 

Abbie  Rogers,  an  alumna  and  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of  services  to  persons 
with  developmental  disabilities,  died  June  5  at  Forrest  General  Hospital  in 
Hattiesburg  from  complications  due  to  a  lengthy  illness.  She  was  87. 

Rogers,  a  Bay  St.  Louis  native  who  was  inducted  into  the  Alumni 
Hall  of  Fame  in  2004,  was  a  retired  special  education  teacher  and 
founder  and  director  of  The  Abbie  Rogers  Civitan  Camp  for  Citizens 
with  Mental  Retardation  in  Wiggins.  Her  work  to  improve  the  lives 
of  persons  with  developmental  disabilities  in  South  Mississippi  is 
considered  groundbreaking,  and  has  been  a  model  for  programs  across  the  country. 

Terri  Daniels,  assistant  director  of  the  Abbie  Rogers  Civitan  Gamp,  said  Rogers 
sought  to  provide  recreational  activities  for  persons  with  mental  retardation  when  she 
established  the  camp  nearly  half  a  century  ago.  At  that  time,  it  was  the  only  facility  of 
its  kind  in  Mississippi,  but  others  like  it  have  since  have  been  established  in  the  state 
and  across  the  country,  many  using  Rogers'  facility  as  a  model. 

The  Southern  Miss  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and  Development  and  Abbie 
Rogers  Civitan  Camp  and  Mothers  Day  Out  Program  have  partnered  for  decades  to  provide 
services  to  children  with  special  needs  and  their  families,  said  Margaret  Buttross-Brinegar, 
director  of  the  Children's  Center.  Rogers  also  served  on  the  Children's  Center  advisory  board 
to  consult  on  the  development  of  clinical  space  and  an  adaptive  playground. 

Survivors  include  her  husband,  L.A.  Rogers  of  Hattiesburg;  two  daughters,  Cheri 
Dillard  of  Pass  Christian  and  Natalie  Matthews  of  Hattiesburg;  four  grandchildren  and 
seven  great-grandchildren. 
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Sponsored  by  the 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

Friday,  October    I  2  •    I  2:30  p.m. 

Visit  our  web  site  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
OR  CALL  60  I  .266.50  I  3  FOR  more  information  and  registration 


Make  the  most  of  your  Homecoming 

2007  weekend  by  participating  in 

the  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 


makings  of  a  perfect  golf  event:  a  great 
course,  fellowship  with  other  Golden 

Eagle  faithful,  and  a  worthy  cause.  The 
proceeds  will  benefit  the  USMAA  Legacy 
Fund,  which  has  been  created  to  provide 

scholarships  for  the  children  of  alumni. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bank  of  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard"  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1.800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


jostens^ 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 
more  information,  call  800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF 


(iJtntira//  O ' rhifhty  a/u/ -^/tat/tfiu/ 

Printing  and  framing.  For  more  information, 
call  1.866.418.0320. 


DiplomaDisplayH 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  800.422.4100. 


Balfour 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organizing  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  funher  informa- 
tion on  upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013. 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  informa- 
tion or  to  order,  call  866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 


(Caiijinis  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 

information,  call  888.712.5083. 


South  Mississippi's  Newspaper 

is  online  and  updated 

as  news  breaks. 

In  Print.  Online. Anytime. 


SUN  HERALD  WINS  PULITZER    bmMM 

■IK-iUeaU-d  lollu-  ix-oplr  "IS.. nth  Mississippi         opem  today 


Also  publishers  of 
beachblvd,  South 
Mississippi's  favorite 
magazine,  and 
THEjOURNAL,  South 
Mississippi's  monthly 
business  newspaper. 
For  information,  visit 
SunHerald.com  or 
SouthMississippi.biz. 
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urrent     lumni     etail     iscounts 


www.SouthernMissAlumni.cor 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alun 

Association's  C.A.R.D.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.  By  presenting  eith 

your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  progra 

is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  t 

thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Brownstone's  LLC 

20%  discount  on  entrees 

Qassic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Comfort  Suites  * 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

j&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

King  Photography 

10%  discount  on  studio  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

The  First,  A  National  Banking  Assoc. 

$200  discount  in  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 

Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 

10%  discount  on  selected  purchases 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

10%  discount  on  all  sales 

More  Ink  Payless,  LLC 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Nick  Crechales 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

5%  discount  on  rental 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and-carry  items  excluded' 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

Touchstone  Dental  Care 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 

$1  off  game  day  party  subs 

A     All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*     Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
(+)  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 
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Thanks  to  the  generous  contributions  or 
Southern  Miss  alumni  ana  friends,  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  is  nearing  its 
conclusion.    With  $2.75  million  raised  or  the 
million  needed  to  complete  the  campaign, 
we're  not  there  yet  however. 

We  still  need  your  help,  but  time  is  running  out  to  be  a  part  or  this  important  initiative. 
The  campaign  will  provide  the  funds  to  restore  the  nearly  100-year-old  Ogletree  House  to 
its  original  glory  and  expand  it  to  nearly  12,000  square  feet. 

Once  the  campaign  closes  and  construction  begins,  participation  opportunities  will  no 
longer  be  available.  Your  tax-deductible  contribution  will  help  to  ensure  a  permanent  legacy 
or  excellence  at  Southern  Miss  and  girts  of  $1,000  and  above  can  be  pledged  over  five  years. 

With  your  help,  there  will  be  no  place  like  home  on  the  Hattiesburc;  campus  lor  Southern 
Miss  alumni. 

For  contribution  options,  visit  SouthernMissAlunmi.com  or  call  601.266.5013. 


Tin:  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  & 
Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House 


Golden  Dragon  Acrobats     , 

World^renowned  Oriental  acrobatics 

SEPTENfBER  23  •  SAENGER  THEATER 

Southern  Miss  Symphony 

Four  must-see  performances 

Oct  4, 1 1-12;  Nov  8,  1 1  •  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Fall  Art  Walk 

Music  and  art-themed  street  party 

October  12  •  Historic  Downtown 

The  Second  City  Comedy  Tour 

Stand-up  comedy  &  improvisation 
October  19  •  Saenger  Theater 

Longleaf  Trace  Birthday  Challenge  • '  | 

Run,  walk  or  bike  your  age 

November  4  •  The  Gateway  at  USM 


866.4-HATTIE  •  visilhattie.com 


cj/czy  a>//n  friends 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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